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Hough ſeveral Writers of the Bap- | | 


tiſt-Denomination have performed 

well on the Controverſy relating 
fo Baptiſm ; yet there is no one of them, 
that I know of, who has publiſhed a 
practical Treatiſe on this practical Sub- 
ject. In ſome Meaſure to ſupply this mani- 
| feſt Defef, I venture abroad this ſmall 
J Trad. It will, J bope, appear adapted 
to promote Piety and Virtue. And if ſome 
ſuch Treatiſe were put into the Hands of 
ſeber-minded Perſons, who, though incli- 
ned to their Duty, are yet kept back by 
groundleſs Fears, or other inſufficient 
Reaſons; I hope it might be uſeful. 
Sznce we reckon this a Service deſigned 
for thoſe who are tome to Years of Un. 
derſtanding ; why is it not as proper 
they ſhould be exhorted and perſuaded to 
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iv The PREFACE. 


this, as to any other Point of Duty ? Or, 
Why may not a pratiical Diſcourſe on 
iſm be expedient, as well as on the 


Lord's Supper ? 


T have nothing to add; but that in 
' thofe few Places where I have touched 
on Controverſy, I have taken Care to ex- 
priſs my ſelf ſo gently, that wo Party 
or Perſon, I hope, has Room to be of- 
Fended. | 
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PRACTICAL Dis couxsR 


35 CONCERNING 


| 8 Baptiſm is an Inſtitution of 
A Chriſt, importing both Privi- 
N lege and Duty unto the Perſon 


baptized, it deſerves our attentive Con- 
ſideration in both theſe Reſpects. And 
becauſe, in many Congregations, there 
may be honeſt, conſcientious. People, 


who, though they believe it an Ordi- 
nance of the Goſpel, yet, by me Means 
or other, live in the Neglect of it; on 
this Account a Per ſuaſtve, or Exbortas : 
tion to the Receiving it, will not de 
zudged unneceſſary. 4 LON 
That 1 may therefore contribute (if 


1 
99 0 0 — 


God ſhall proſper the Attempt) to the 


of pious and well diſpoſed Þ 


6 Practical Diſcourſe 


Minds in a practical View of this Or- 
dinance, and to convince thoſe of their 
Fault, who, believing adult Baptiſm to 
be the only Chriſtian Baptiſm, yet are 
not careful to receive it; I would offer 
to Conſideration ſome Thoughts on the 7 
here Heads. | 


I. The Nature of Chriſtian Baptiſin, 


with the Privileges thereunto an- 
nexed. 


II. The Qualifications, or Prepara- 
. tions 0 to the due recei- 
fo ving it. | 


II. The Obligations of the ü. 
tized. 


1 . A Perſuafve, or Exhortation to 

= ey - Baptiſen. K | 

25 255 4 Srieus bf de de who 
| have been 88 . 
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concerning BAPTIS NM. 7 
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2 Of the NATURE of Chriſtian Bap- 
| tiſm, and the PRIVILEGES there- 
unto annexed. 


S to the Nature of Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm; it is a facred Rite of divine 
Appointment, by which we confeſs and 
acknowlege our ſelves the Diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are devoted to his Ser- 
vice. We are baptized in the Name of 
p-Iſthe Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Gboſt, agreeably to our Lord's 

Commiſſion for the Adminiſtration of 
to Baptiſm. We thereby declare and own 
for our ſelves, that we chuſe God ſer 
our God, to live in Subjection and Obes ,*4 
Hence to him. We thereby . declaxgs 3 
our Belief in Feſus Chriſt, as the . 
of God, and Saviour of the World; 
and that we are willing and refolved ts 
Ide his Diſciples. We alſo 49 5 our = 
4 n the Holy. hoſt, as. the Sand -4 


„ +4 


LY 
4 - A 
% Matt. xxviii xxvili, 19. 
1 1 . - d 
* © 1 $. > 'y 
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= YL A Practical Diſcourſe 
fier; and our Delire and Reſolution to || wa 
live under his Influence and Direction. 6 
With reſpect to the Manner of Bap- be, 
tizing : it muſt be performed by Im- Pl. 
mer/ion *, or covering the whole Body in 1“ 
Water. In this Manner only is it fitted *« 
to repreſent what St. Paul tells us is re- 
preſented by it, viz. our Death unto 1“ 
Sin, and riſing to Newneſs of Life. “ 
Therefore we are buried with him by © 
Baptiſm into Death, that like as Chriſt 1“ 
was raiſed up from the Dead by the Glo- 
ry of the Father, even. ſo we alſo ſbould 


6 


d It is worthy of a Remark ; That in 2 Kings << 
v. 14. Where we have an Account of Naaman's Wc. 
dipping himſelf in Fordan for the Cure of his 

| Leproſy, the Hebrew' Word Gy (which we 
8 rightly tranſlate dip, and accordingly is almoſt 
conſtantly render'd in the LXX by gare] is 
tranſlated by the LXX, gare They did not 
= think of any ſuch Ambiguity in the Word, as 
| might render it doubtful to Greet Readers, whe- 


wer Naaman were dip'd or ſprinkled. It may be Pla 
| worth the learned Reader's Obſervation, how | Pa 
much alike the Greek is in the two Caſes of fe. 

| Nanman's being dip'd, and the Eunuch's Baptiſm. e 
2 Kingry. 14. Kei Alien Neipas x) 60aT]04- 

To ee 17 leg fn. Ads viii. 38. Kai xd]ecnoav 
e To dhe aue. I find Bans . 
18 [ Co but once more in the LXX ; where it un- Bcc. 
—_ tedly fignifies to cer or vv”, . Ia. 
i. 4. H arouia pt Baxlit es, Iniquity doth over- 
duc eim me. C7 TATE IIS | 


a C0 
Ks 3 


Wa YE 


«C 
0 X. 8 * 
1c 8" Ja 


— 


LM n—_— — CS” — * —_—_—_ * 


a6” 7 ns Boo IX, HS. Dog 


- I 


* 0 


c.oncerning BAPTISM, E 
walk in Newneſs of Life. * This latter 
e Expreſſion. (fays Biſhop Hoadly, if he 
be, as reputed, | the Author of The 
Plain Account, &c.*) „ with relation to 
« Baptiſm, is taken from the Cuſtom, 
« of Immer/ion in the firſt Days, and. 
« from that particular Manner of bap- 
« tizing Proſelytes; by which they were 
& firſt covered with Water, and in 4 
ce State as it were of Death and Inatti- 
*« vity; and then aroſe out of it into 
&* a Sort of new State of Life and Action. 
And if Baptiſm had been then per- 
* formed as it is now amongſt us, ye 
e ſhould never have ſo much as heard 
of this Form of Expreſſion,” of dying 
and ariſng again in this Rite,” _ _ 
Dr. Clarke, in his Eſſay on Baptiſm, 
p. 16. calls the deſcending into the Wa- 
ter, and riſing out of it again, That 
main Part of the Ceremony; and ex- 
plains the forementioned Paſſage of St, 
Paul thus: The Deſign of our de- 
* fcending into the Water to be bap- 


* tized, and riſing again out of it, wass 
„ to mind us, That as we then recei⸗- 


ved Remiſſion of our paſt. Sins, by 
* Vimue of Cuts having de for Sn 


* | | 1 2 5 | | f 1 * 1 
© Rom. vi. 4. Page 150. Eat zd. 
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10 Practical Diſcourfe 

* fo we our ſelves were, in like Man- 
ner, to die and be buried to Sin, and 
<* to riſe again, to walk for the future 
« with Chriſt, in Newneſs and Holineſs | 
of Life © 0. 2 # | 


Having 


elt is foreign to the Deſign of this Book to 
expatiate on the Controverſy us and our 
Brethren of the Pcedo-baptiſt Perſuaſion. But 
fince, by reaſon of the Prevalence of Sprink/ing, 
the primitive Inmerſion is, with many, grown into 
Contempt ; it may help to remove the p 
Derifion which lies upon us for adhering to the 
encient and Rerittara) Way of Baptizing, if, to 
the Authors already mentioned, 1 add two or 
three more; whoſe Conceſſions in our Favour, 

 _ Eamnot be ſuppoſed to ariſe from any partial Re- 
gare to us. Anciently (ſays Archbiſhop Til 
on) „ thoſe who were baptized, put off their 

“ Garments ; which ſignified the putting off the 

% Body of Sin; and were immer ſed and buried in 

** the Water, to repreſent their Death of Sin; 
F and then did riſe up again out of the Water, 
« to ſignify their Entrance upon a new Life. 
And to thefe Cuſtoms the Apoſtle alludes, 
I, *« when he ſays, Rom. vi. 2, 3, 4, 5s 6. How ſhall} ©* 

% "ave that are dead to Sin, live any longer therein? ©* 

„% Know ye not that ſo many of us as were baptized 
. inte Feſus Chriſt, were baptized into his Death? 
« Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm 
« into Death, that, &c.“ Tillot. Pol. I. p. 82. 
« By the firſt Teaching (ſaith Biſhop Burnet '** 

* or, making of Diſcipler, that muſt go. befor #4/ 
* Baptiſm, is to be meant, the W they: 
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concerning BAPTISM. 11 


Having thus briefly repreſented the 
4 Nature of Chriſtian Baptiſm ; 1 Peer 
e Feed to conſider its Privileges. 


The Iſt Privilege is, The Forgivent/s 
pf Sins. 
The 


8 
to 
x World, that Jeu is the Chrift, the true Me/:- 
at as, anointed of God, with a Fulneſs of Grace 
g, aud of the Spirit without Meaſure, and ſent to be 
t& the Saviour and Redeemer of the World. And 
ar when any were brought to acknowledge this, 
ne then they were to yo 2 them, to initiate 
to them to this Religion, by obliging them to re- 
or nounce all Idolatry and 66 as well 
r, as all ſecular and carnal Luſts: and they led 
e- them into the Water, and with no other Gar- 
ments but what might cover Nature; they at 
ir ©* firſt laid them down in the Water, as a Man © = 
he ** 7s laid in a Grave; and then they ſaid thoſe | 
in i Words, 7 baptize or waſh thee in the Name 9 
; the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Then th 
7,0 ©* raiſed them up again, and clean Garments were 
put on them: = whence came the Phraſes 
es, of being Baptized into Chrifi's Death; of being 
all buried with him by Baptiſm, into Death; of 
x? if ©© aur being riſen with Chrift ; and of our putting 
22d en the Lord Jeſus Chri wed oh of Putting off the old 
bell © Man, and putting new. + After Baptiſm 
/m was thus 8 the baptized Perſon was 
32. to be farther inſructed in all the Specialties ef 
the Chriſtian Religion; and in all the Rules 
et) olf Life that Chriſt had-preſeribed.” Vid. 18 1 
ore pet. on Artic. xxvii. p. 300. Edit. gd. © 
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Preaching of Peter, and ſaid unto him 


an that they all come from Divines of prime Note 


«« dying to Sin, being taken hence; and this In 
et merfton being religiouſly obſery'd by all Chri 
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12 A Practical Diſcourſe 
The Scripture evidently teacheth us t 
conſider Baptiſm as attended with thi; 
Thus we learn, from the As of . 
Apoſtles, when that great Compan 
were pricked in their Heart at th 


and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Me 


The laſt Paſſage I ſhall cite, is from Dr. Whit! 
Ey. His Note on Rom. vi. 4. is thus: It be 
«« ing ſo -expreſly declared here, and Colof7: ii. 12 
That aue are buried with Chrift in Baptiſm, by 
<< being buried under Water: and the Argumen 
% to oblige-us to a Conformity to his Death, b 


<< ſtians for thirteen Centuries, and approved b 
<< our Church, and the Change of it unto Sprink 
* ling, even without any Allowance from tht 
% Author of this Inſtitution, or any Licence fror 


any Council of the Church, being that which pro 
the Romani/ ſtill urgeth to juſtify his Refuſal. ; nife 


«© the Cup to the Laity: it were to be wiſhed that. 
*« this .Cuſtom might be again of general Uſe It © 
« and, Aſperſion only permitted, as of old, in ren 


e Caſe of the Clinici, or in preſent Danger .offiture 
„ Death.” | "Hr 


* = 


Theſe Teſtimonials may have the more Weight, 


of the Pade-bapti/t Per ſuaſion. I beg Leave only No 
to add on the forementioned Words of Dr. Clarke, Stor 
That if Immerſſon be, as he allows, a main Par of 1 


of the Ceremony; then that Baptiſm muſt be very 


. imperfe, which wanteth this Main Part. 


— 


N. 
Maß 
a 3 5 * * N 


concerning BAPTISM. 13 


and Brethren, What ſhall we do ? Peter 
told them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you, in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, 


being ſent by the Lord Feſus unto Paul, 


him; And now, why tarrieſt thou? 
| Rariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
by Sins s. Theſe are plain Proofs, that 
Baptiſm is for the Remiſſion of Sins, or 
that the Remiſſion of Sins is annexed to 


for the Forgiveneſs of Sins, I do not 
ſuppoſe any Thing like a Charm in it: 

but the plain, rational Notion of- it may 
de illuſtrated thus. Suppoſe you have 
Ibeen guilty of Rebellion, and your 


nifeſt a Sorrow for your Crime, and give 
it under your Hand and Seal that you 
infrenounce it, and will behave, for the fu- 
olf ture, becoming a dutiful Subject. Here, 


tis evident, your Pardon 1s annexed to 


Jyour ſigning and ſealing this Covenant. 
Now as Baptiſm is appointed of God, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, I take it to be 
boy 


of much the ſame Nature and Signifi- 


4 3 Act: viii. 38. 8 Chap. xxii. 16. | 
4 B cancy 


1 . 


or the Remiſſion of Sins t. So Ananias, 


upon his miraculous Converſion, ſays to 


Baptiſm. But when I fay, Baptiſm is 


Prince, in great Goodneſs, is pleaſed to 
promiſe a Pardon, on Condition you ma- 


14 A Practical Diſcourſe 


cancy as the ſetting our Hand and Seal. N. 
So there is nothing in the Matter but 
what is very intelligible and plain. And 
like as your Prince would not forgive your 
Rebellion, but conceive a juſt Indigna- 
tion againſt you, it he could know your Hane 
Heart. did not agree with theſe outward wa 
Sh ns: ſo God, who ſearcheth the Heart, be 
vill account our Baptiſm nothing, and Sir 
ke annex to it the Forgiveneſs of Sins, ¶ an- 
if it be not accompanied with the AnYpu 
Fever, or Stipulation, of a good Conſci- 
ence totoards bim: agreeable to the 
Words of St. Peter; Baptiſm doth alſc 
mow ſave us; not the putting away 0 
bs. "the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of 
2 good Conſcience towards God“. 
And now who can fully ſet forth the 
E Value of this Privilege, the Forgive 
3 Heſs of Sins? Sin is the Enemy we have 
"moſt Cauſe to fear: for it ſeparates us 
from him, without whom it is impoſ 
*fible to be happy: it lays us open tc 
| "the Reſentment of God Almighty, be 
fore whoſe Indignation none can ſtand 
-*Could the Farth be a pleaſant Habita 
tion; could it afford any Comfort, with 
out the Light and Wärmth of the Sun 


„ Pet. ill. 21. 24A 
2 | | No 


> 
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concerning BAPTISM. 15 


No; nothing but Darkneſs and univer- 
ſal Deſolation muſt enſue. In like Man- 
ner, if we are ſeparated from God, the 
great. Original of Light, and Life, 
and Happinels nothing but Deſolation 
Jand Miſery, nothing but weeping, and 
ri wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, muſt 
rt, ¶ be the Conſequence. Since therefore 
FJ Sin -unpardoned excludes us from God, 
is, and effectually bars the Way to all Hap- 
1. pineſs; bleſſed is he whoſe Iniquities are 
1-© torgiven : Even as David alſo deſcribelh 
hel the Bleſſedneſs of the Man, unto whom 
fot God imputetb Righteouſneſs without . 


0/8 Works ; ſaying, Bleſſed are they br 


niguities are forgiven, and-whoſe, Fh 


are covered; bleſſed is the Man to whom 
he the Lord will not impure S ni. Stn, be © 
<Y of good Cheer, ſaid Chriſt to the S. ck of C ñ8d 
vel the Palſy ; thy Sins be. forgiven ibee s.. 
Nothing affords ſo much Reaſon as this, 
for being of good Comfort. Is there 
td any Thing ſo cheering to a condemned 
e Criminal, as the Promiſe, of a Pardon ? 
df Offer him the moſt deſirable Things in 
a the World, the moſt coſtly and exqui- 
hy fite Entertainments of the Eye, or Ear, 
1Y or Palate; yet, while the Sentence of 


"38 i Rom, iv. 6, 7, 8. Matt. ix. 2. 
1338 5. Con- 
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Condemnation abides on him, all will 
be inſipid and worthleſs : but let him 
know, his Tranſgreſſion, on which Death 
hath been pronounced, is forgiven ; and 
this will turn a Priſon into a Palace Z 
this will make him rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad. And thus the Man, who 
well conſiders the Wages of Sin is Death, 
even Death eternal, and that it is a 
Thing fearful beyond Conception, 10 
fall into the Hands of the living God, 
will rejoice in it as an unſpeakable Fa- 
vour, that God hath reconciled him to 
himſelf, and doth not impute his Treſ- 
paſſes unto him. And this is what the 
ſincere Diſciple of Chriſt hath Ground 
to hope for, even though he be conſci- 
dus of the moſt numerous and aggrava- 
ted Offences: for Feſus, whom, in 


Baptiſm, he hath received, and in whom 


he truſteth, is able to ſave them to the 
uttermaſt that come unto God by him, 
ſeeing he ever liveth to make Interceſ- 
ion for them®, Was there ſuch a Pro- 
miſe unto God's rebellious People under 
the Old Teſtament, that if they did put 
away the Evil of their Doings, if they 


3 did ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 


| Heb. x. 31, | ® Heb. vi. 25. 
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concerning BAPTISM. 17 


well; though their Sins were as Scar- 
let, they ſhould be white as Snom; though 
they were red like Crimſon, they ſhould be 
as Wooll® ? Surely, then we, under the 
New Teſtament, wherein the Mercy of 
God is more fully revealed, cannot be 
leſs certain, that the moſt heinous Sins, 
repented of, ſhall be forgiven. , Ac- 
cordingly St. Jobn teacheth, The Blood 
of - Feſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all Sin: and, if we confeſs our Sins, he 
ig faithful and Juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from ALL Unrighteou/- 
neſs, And the Saviour himſelf : All 
Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be 
forgiven unto Men“; excepting the Blaſ- 

phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Concern- 
ing which, without entering into a Diſcuſ- 
ſion of its preciſe Nature, I ſhall only 
obſerve ; that it is ſuch a Kind of Sin, 
as no penitent Believer in Chriſt can be 
ſuppoſed guilty of; and that therefore 
the Fears which ſome pious Perſons have 
had, leſt they have committed this Sin, f 

are without Foundation. 


This now is the happy Condition of mw 


him who, in Baptiſm, hath ſincerely de- 


„ Th. i. 16, 17, 18, 93 John i. 7,9. 
? Matt. xii. 31. | 
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18 A Practical Diſcourſe 
voted himſelf unto Chrift. The divine 
Sentence of Condemnation is reverſed, 


and God is become his reconciled Fa- 
ther. And who, that rightly weighs the 


Worth and Importance of Things, 
would not earneſtly covet to be in ſuch a 
State? A Mind loaded with Guilt, and 
apprehenſive of the Wrath of a juſtly in- 
cenſed God, is indeed an inſupportable 
Burden : ſuch a wounded Spirit, who 


can bear*? But when the Spirit is ſet 


right with God, and ſtrengthened with 
the Hope of divine Acceptance ; this will 
bear a Man up under all the Infirmities 
of the Body, and Troubles of the World. 
We conclude therefore ; that not the Rich 
and Great, not they to whom the World 
ſpeaketh Peace and Honour, are the 


happy Perſons; but they,, and only 


they, to whom belongeth that Promiſe ; 


Their Sins and Iniquities will I remember 
no more © 


II. Another great Privilege belong- 
ing unto the Chriſtian Profeſſion, which 
we enter into by Baptiſm, is, the Aſ- 


ſiſtance and Conduct of God's Grace 


and Spirit. Accordingly we are bap- 


5 Prov. xviii. 14. T Heb. x. 17. 
ſlixed 


7 


concerning BAPTISM. 19 


tized in the Name of the Holy Ghoft, 
into the Faith of him as the Saniifier : 
And, faith Chriſt, I will pray the Fa: 


tber, and be ſhall give you another Com- 


forter, [Paraclete, or Advocate] that be 


may 


abide with you FOR EVER, even the 


Spirit of Truth". I will not enter into 
the Diſputes, which have arifen con- 
cerning the Nature and Manner of 
the Spirit's operating on the Minds of 
Men. Only let it be obſerved, fince di- 
vine Help is promiſed, *<* We have no 
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Reaſon to doubt of the Reality of the 
Promiſe, becauſe we are ignorant of 
the Manner how the holy Spirit 
worketh upon the Minds of Men fo 
unperceptibly, as that his Motions 
can only be known by the Effects of 
them, viz. our good Purpoſes and 
Practices. This ought to be no Pre- 


judice againſt the Belief of the Holy 
« Spirit's aſſiſting 


good Men in a Courſe 
of Religion and Virtue. For though 
one Man cannot perſuade another 
Man, or convey his own Thoughts. 
into another's Mind, but by making 


way by his Senſes ; yet the holy Spi- 


John xvi. 16, 17. 


. + Dr. Claggett's Serm, Vol. II. p. 79. 
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20 A Practical Diſcourſe 
crit can inform and perſuade us by 
« immediate Impreſſions upon our 
Minds, without making Uſe of our 
<« Senſes, or any Thing elſe that be- 
“ longs to our bo ily Frame.“ 

Now in orde. to give ſome Repre- 
ſentation of th#s bleſſed Privilege, I will 
briefly take Notice of two or three Par- 
ticulars, as to the Purpoſes for which 
God giveth the holy Spirit. 

1. As the Spirit of Truth and Wi/- 
dom. When the Spirit of Truth is come, 
Be will guide you into all Truth*, Which 
Words, *tis granted, refef directly un- 
to thoſe extraordinary Illuminations ne- 
ceſſary for the Apoſtles, as the firſt and 
authentic Publiſhers of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt : but as this holy Spirit is to 
_ abide with the Diſciples for ever, we 
may therefore conclude he performeth 
this Office unto the Diſciples of all 
Ages, according as their Circumſtances 
require it. As for thoſe who are of a 
meek and teachable Diſpoſition, willing 
to underſtand the Truth, and praying 

ſincerely for divine Inſtruction, the Fa- 
ther of Lights will guide them in Judg- 
ment, and teach them his Way: they 


ohn xvi. 13. 
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ſhall not fail of that Truth which 1s ne- 
ceſſary unto their Salvation. According- , 
ly our Saviour teacheth, that God is very 
ready to give the holy Spirit to them 
that aſk him. F ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good Gifts unto your 
Children; heu much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the boly Spirit to 
them that ast him. And the Apoſtle 

James: If any of you lack Wiſdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all Men 
liberally v, &c. And in this a Chriſtian 
may rejoice, as his great Happineſs and 
Security : that whereas the indiſcreetly 
zealous, of all Parties, are too apt to ap- 
propriate ſaving Truth to themſelves, 
and to cenſure thoſe who are contrary 
minded as in dangerous Error; if any 
Man be a Lover of Truth, and will 


do the Will of God, be ſhall know ſo 


much of the Doftrines of God, as is 
neceſſary for him to know ; God will not 
ſuffer him to abide in any fatal Error. 

2. God giveth his Spirit to carry on 
the Work of San#ification in the Heart 
of a true Chriſtian, It is Hough the Spi- 
rit, that we mortify the Deeds of the Body x. 


Lake xi. 13, James i. 5. * Rom- 


vill, 13. 
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22 A Practical Diſcourſe 
And as this is the Will of God, even our 


 Santtification ?, ſo he is ever ready to fur- 
ther and proſper us in the Proſecution of 


this good Work. So that a good Man 


may rejoice, in humble Confidence of this 
very Thing ;” that he which hath begun 4 


good Work in him, will perform it until 


the Day of Jeſus Chriſt *. 

It were indeed a groſs Miſtake, if any 
Chriſtian ſhould imagine there is no Need 
to exert his own Endeavours, and that 
the Spirit of God does all in the Work 
of Sanctification. This is contrary to 
thoſe Paſſages, where we are exhorted to 
give Diligence, to add to our Faith Ver- 
zue, and to Vertue Knowledge, and to 
Knowledge Temperance, &c. to give 
Diligence to make our Calling and Ele- 


'fion ſure :; and to many other Places 


of Scripture. But we are encouraged un- 
to a cheerful Application in working 
out our own Salvation; and t cleanſe 
our ſelves from all Fi ilthineſs of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the 
Fear of God; in that it is God which 


- evorketh in us both to will and to do of 


his good Pleaſure®., So that, notwith- 


7, 1 Theſf. iy. 3. 2 Phil. i. 6. 5 44 Pet. 
i. 5, 6, 5; 10. © d Cor. wi. 1. | © Phil, / 
Ul, 12, 13. 
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ſtanding the Strength of inward Cor- 
ruptions, or outward Temptations, while 
we are careful to maintain our Chriſtian 
Character, we may. reſt in this Hope, 
That God will confirm us unto the End, 
that we may be Blameleſs in the Day of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt *. Let me juſt 
mention 

3. God giveth the holy Spirit as the 
Spirit of Comfort. He is that other 
Comforter, which abideth with the Church 
for ever. Accordingly we find, that 
Joy and Peace are ſaid to be the Fruit of 
the Spirit *, And St. Paul prays thus 
for the Romans: Now the God of Hope 
fill you with all Joy and Peace in belie- 
ving, that ye may abound in Hope, through 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt *, But 1 
proceed to a 


ITId Privilege, By Baptiſm we are 
initiated into the Communion of Saints ; 
or into the Chriſtian Church. Then they 
that gladly received his Word were bap- 
tized : and the ſame day there were added 
unto them about three thouſand Souls: 
and they continued ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles 


© + 0or. i.'$. © Gal.v. 22. f Ram. 
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24 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip, (or Commu- 
nion) and in brekking of Bread, and in 
Prayers. | 
The Communion of Saints, St. Pau 
thus expreſſes in his Epiſtle to the Ephe- 


fans. Now therefore ye are no more 


Strangers and Foreigners, but Fellow- 
Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhold of God . Is it accounted an 
Honour and Privilege to be free of an 
opulent and flouriſhing City, or to be a 


ly Family ? Much greater is the Honour 
and Advantage to be free of bat City 
which hath Foundations, whoſe Builder 
and Maker is Gop® ; and to be an Heir 
of God through Chriſt *. In your unre- 
newed State, and. while you were diſ- 
obedient to the Goſpel, it may be ſaid, 
that at that Time ye were without 
Chrift, being Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the 
Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, 
and without God in the World : but now, 
if ye are in Chriſt Feſus, by a living 
Faith, a Faith that purifies the Heart, 


ye, who ſometimes were far off," are made 


nigh by the Blood of Chriſt *. As Mem- 


* Eph. 11. 19. h Heb. xi. 10. | i Gal. 
iv. 7. * Eph. ii. 12, 13. RET 


Member, a Child, of a noble and prince- 
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bers of the Chriſtian Church, we are 
privileged with an Ordinance, that be- 
tokens our belonging to the Body, where- 


of Chriſt is Head, and which he will 


render moſt glorious, at his ſecond Com- 
ing, according to the working whereby 
he is able to ſubdue all Things under 
himſelfi. I conclude this Head with that 
magnificent Repreſentation, given by 
the Author to the Hebrews, of their 


Privilege and Honour who belong to the 


Chriſtian Church. Ze are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the City of the 
living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
to an innumerable Company of Angels, to 
the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firſt-born which are written in Hea- 
ven, and to God the Fudge of all, and to 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfet?, and 
to Feſus the Mediator of the new Cove- 
nant, and to the Blood of Sprinkling, 
that ſpeaketh better Things than the 
Blood of Abel “. 


IV. They who duly receive Baptiſm 
are entitled to the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt. And this (as Dr. Clarke on 
Baptiſm obſerves) ++ was moſt ſignifi- 


I Phil, iii. 21, n Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. 
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" cantly repreſented by their deſcend- 
ing into the Water, and riſing out of 
it again, For as Chriſt deſcended 
into "the Earth, and was raiſed again 
* from the Dead by the Glory of the 
« Father; ſo the Perſons baptized were 
« buried with him by Baptiſm into 
« Death, and roſe again after the Simi- 
<« litude of his Reſurrection. They 
« were planted together in the Likeneſs 
6 2 his Death; and they were by this 
Sign aſſured, that hey ſhould be al/7 
« in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection.“ 
Indeed all, both good and bad, ſhall be 
raiſed from the Dead; but there will be 
a prodigious Difference in their State 
0 Condition. The Hour is coming in 
the which all that are in the Graves, 
ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth; 
they that have done good unto the Reſur- 
rection of Life, and they that have done 
evil unto the Reſurrection of Damna- 
tion. It were eligible unto the Wic- 
ked, to abide in everlaſting Darkneſs 
and Death, and never to riſe at all : 
for their Reſurrection ſhall be unto 
Shame and everlaſting Contempt; and 
glad would they ve to have the pal 


2 John v. 28, 29. | 
and 
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and Mountains fall on them, if by any 
Means they might be hid from the 
Face of their righteous Judge. But un- 
o good Chriſtians, the Reſurrection is 
the Time of complete Redemption. As 
ſoon indeed as they are abſent from the 
Body they are preſent with the Lord e. 
but their full Glory and Happineſs ſhall 


not be until Chriſt's ſecond and glorious _ 


Appearance; when he ſpall come to be 

glorified in his Saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe 2. Now, where- 
as this is the Father”s Will, that of all 
which he hath given unto the Son, be 
ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up 
again at the laſt Day; and that every 
one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlaſting Life, and be 
raiſed up by Chriſt at the laſt Day: 
let us employ a few Thoughts on this 
ineſtimable Privilege, viz. "the R eſur- 
reftion of Life eternal. 

Concerning the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt, St. Paul ſpeaks thus. It is ſown in 
Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption : 
it is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed in Glo- 
ry it is ſown in OAT, it is raiſed in 


„Rey. vi. 15, 16, 17. . Þ 2 Cor. v. 8. 
4 2 Theſl. i i. 10. ZI | John v. 39, 40. 
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Power : it is ſown a natural Body, it is 
raiſed a ſpiritual Body. It is ſown in Cor- 
ruption. We have now frail Bodies, that 
are always tending to a Diſſolution. We 
carry the ſeeds and Principles of Death 
within us, and are expoſed to a Variety 
of Diſeaſes and Accidents, which re- 
duce the Body to Duſt and Putrefacti- 
on: but the Juſt, at their Reſurrection, 
ſhall receive a Body which hath no ten- 


dency unto a Diſſolution. The Fear 


of Death, which is ſuch a Burden and 
Clog upon the Minds of many good 
Perſons, ſhall be over for ever: Neither 


can they die any more; for they are 


equal unto the Angels, and are the Chil- 
dren of God, being the Children of the 
Reſurrefion t. It is ſown in Diſbonour. 
It is ſubje to various Deformities ; a 
vile Body, and will ſoon become a loath- 


ſome Carcaſs, ſubject to Rottenneſs, and 
the Food of Worms. But when the 


Saviour comes from Heaven, he ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be fa- 
ſhioned like unto his glorious Body u. 


Chriſt's Body at the Transfiguration, as 


1 Cor. i 4, 43, 44 t Luke xx. 36. 
» Phil. ii | 8 
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Some have, conſider'd the Splendor of | 
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a Specimen of the Glory to be beftow'd 
on the raiſed Bodies of the Saints. At 
this Transfiguration, it is ſaid of Chriſt, 
His Face did ſhine as the Sun, and bis 
Raiment was white as the Light», And 
Chriſt himſelf, ſpeaking of the End of 
the World, ſays ; Then ſhall the Righ- 
. teous ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
dom of their Father x. Aſter all, it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but 
we know that when he ſhall appear, we 
Hall be like bim; for we ſhall ſee him as 
he is?, In the mean Time, how ſhould 
this ſo bleſſed a Hope quicken us 10 pu- 
rify our ſelves, even as he is pure! It is 
ſown in Weakneſs. The Body, as it now 
is, groans and ſtruggles under abundance 
of Infirmities and Pains 3; which, to ma- 
ny, render Life a Burden. But it ſhall 
be raiſed in Power ; it ſhall be inveſt- 


ed with never failing Health, and im- 


mortal Vigour ; always fit, and fully 
adapted for the Employments and Offi- 
ces to which it ſhall be called. Once 
more: It is ſown a natural (animal) 
Body; it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body. Our 
preſent animal Nature 1s, on any Ac- 


Matt. xvii. 2. „ Cbap. xi 43. 
i John iii. 2, 3. 
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counts, a Diſadvantage, by reaſon of 
thoſe Members and Organs which are 
ſo liable to Wearineſs and Diſorder ; 
and by reaſon of thoſe ſtrong Appetites 
and Affections which enſnare and ſeduce 
the Soul. There is a Law in theſe grols 
Members, which wars againſt the Law 
of the Mind *, and too often captivates 
and overcomes it. How much Cauſe 
then has the Chriſtian to rejoice in 
Hope of that Day, when this corrupti- 
ble ſhall be changed for Incorruption, 
and this Mortal for Immortality! Then 
ſhall the Body be ſo exalted and refined, 
as to be free from all diſorderly Paſſions 
and Appetites, and a fit Inſtrument and 
Partner of the perfected Mind, in its 
heavenly Services and Enjoyments. Then 
ſhall thoſe Words be accompliſhed : They 


Hall hunger no more, neither thirſt any 


more, neither ſhall the Sun light upon them, 
nor any Heat : for the Lamb which 1s 
in the midſt of the Throne ſhall feed them, 
and ſball lead them unto living Fountains 
of Waters ; and God ſhall wipe away all 
Tears from their Eyes a. Such Honour 
and Bleſſedneſs have the Saints 


| ® Rom. vii. 23. 2 Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
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Who therefore, that rightly underſtands 
and regards his own Happineſs, muſt not 
be forward and glad to embrace the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, and zealous to live 
agreeably to it, in having his Fruit unto 
Holineſs ;, fince the End of ſuch Profeſ- 
ſion and Practice is everlaſting Life? 
What is there in the Service of Sin, or 
of this World, to be compared with 
the Bleſſings which the Goſpel promiſeth 
unto them that obey it ? Who is a wiſe - 
Man, but he who /eeketh principally the 


Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs ? 


The Advantages of this World are very 
inſufficient for our Happineſs, while we 
have them : they are interrupted and 
mix*'d with many Sorrows and Diſap- 
pointments : and how much ſoever they 
have our Hearts, we muſt, &er long, 
be parted from them for ever. But he, 
who makes Religion his Choice and 


' Buſineſs, hath a Fountain of Pleaſure, 


which the Viciſſitudes of the World can- 
not rob him of; and is entitled unto an 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, 


— = — 


— 


- - 
R 2. 
Xr — I" — —— æ p — ore — — — — - 
* * — — ſo = 
» * n — 
— * g 


Chriſt. 


A Practical Diſcourſe 


= 
1 : þ 2 888 — 4 * — 


2 
C H A P. II. 


Of the QUALIFICATIONS r PRE- 
PARATIONS requiſite to the wor- 


4 receiving of Baptiſm. 


S Baptiſm ang unto us a Part 

of divine Service, only by Vir- 

tue of its being commanded in the New 
Teſtament ; we muſt therefore have Re- 
courſe to the New Teſtament for Infor- 
mation as to the right Manner of per- 
forming this Duty, and likewiſe as to 


the Qualifications neceſſary in him who 


recpIVES It. 


Now the New Teſtament evidently re- | 


quires [theſe wo Things of him who 
comes to Baptiſm : viz. Repentance to- 
wards God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus 
Of each diſt inctly. 


I. He who would receive Baptiſm in 
an acceptable Manner muſt have re- 


pented of bis former Sins. Accordingly, 


when the Jews were pricked in their 
FIRE 
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Heart at Peter's preaching, and aſk'd, 
What ſhall we do? Peter anſwer'd, Re-, 
pent and be baptized*. And St. Paul 
conſiders Chriſtians as being by their 
Baptiſm profeſſedly dead to Sin, free 
from its Dominion and Service. Their 
being covered with Water, and, as it 
were, buried in it, repreſents their Death 
to Sin. We are buried with bim by Bap- 
tiſm into Death, that —— we ſhould 
walk in Newneſs of Life © And this is 
what the Church Catechiſm rightly teach- 
eth. For, in Anſwer to the 2 = 
What is required of Perſons to be bap- 
_ ? It ſays; Repentance, whereby 
ey forſake Sin; and Faith, whereby 
15 ſtedfaſtiy believe the Promiſes of God, 
made to them in that Sacrament *. 
Whoever therefore 1s willing to be- 
come obedient to Chriſt, in receiving his 
Inſtitution of Baptiſm, muſt take Care 
that he receive it with a Heart truly 
ſorry for his paſt Sins, and fully reſol- 


b Acts ii. 38. e Rom. vi. 4. 

1 As for the next Queſtion, Yby then are In- 
fants baptized, when, P reaſon of their tender 
Age, they cannot perform them ? All the Anſwer 
is; Becauſe they promiſe them both by their Sure- 
ties 3 aubich Promiſe, when they come to Ke. them- 
ſelves « are bound to perform. | > 
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ved to renounce every evil Way. It is 
a great Matter to begin well, and to have 
the Foundation laid ſolid. Therefore 
the Candidate for Baptiſm ſhould ſearch 
and examine his Diſpoſition and Ways, 
with all Diligence and Impartiality. He 
muſt look well to it that there be no ac- 
curſed Thing harbour'd and cheriſh'd ; 
no Luft indulg'd, which, like an Error 
in the Foundation, would endanger the 
Fall and Ruin of the whole Superſtru- 
cture. And with all his own Care, to 
have the Foundation laid firm in a ſin- 
cere Repentance and turn of Mind, from 
Sin to Righteouſneſs ; he ſhould, with 
great Sincerity and F requency, be of⸗ 
fering up to God ſuch a Prayer as that of 
the Pſalmiſt: Search me, O God, and 
know my Heart; try me, and know my 
Thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked 
Way in me, and lead me in the Way ever- 
laſting *. Let my Heart be ſound in thy 
Statutes i, He ſhould be ready to ſay: 
Loet me take this holy Covenant upon 
& me, with full Purpoſe to cleave unto 
the Lord, Let me have a ſincere Ab- 
e horrence of every falſe Way, and 
« heartily. renounce every Intereſt and 
Gratification, which is contrary to the 


f © Pal. Cxxxix. 23, 24. Pfal. cxix. 80. 
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<« Intereſt of Chriit, and my Allegiance 


„ unto him. I would lay aſide every 
« Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily 
« beſet me, in order to run, with Pati- 
« ence and Succeſs, that moſt important 
« and advantageous Race ſet before me. 
Every Man that ſiriveth for the Ma- 
« ftery, is temperate in all Thingss ; takes 
« Care to govern and manage his Body 
« in ſuch Manner, that he may run with 
« Succeſs, and win the Prize: Now they 
« do it to obtain a corruptible Crown *, 
« fading Leaves of Bays or Laurel, Sc. 
e but I have an incorruptible one ſet be- 
fore me, to encourage my Diligence 
and Faithfulneſs in running the Chri- 
e ſtian Race. Let me therefore enter up- 
„ on it with vigorous Reſolutions, full 
« Bent of Mind, /o to run, that I may 
« obtain. I would keep my Eye on this 
« immortal Crown, as my grand Intereſt 
« and Mark, making all other Intereſts 
e bow and give Place to it. Lord be 
me by thy Grace!” 

This is Language ſuitable to a fin: 
cere Penitent and Convert to God; 


whoſe Mind 1s enlighten'd to a juſt Senſe i 


of the Evil and Danger of Sin, and 
who underſtands that his great Intereſt - 
5 1 Cor. ix. 25, * 
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lies in a hearty Love to God, and At- 
tachment to true Religion. 

And here it will be very proper, that 
the Candidate for Baptiſm take Time 
ſeriouſly to conſider and recollect, what 
have been his particular Tranſgreſſions, 
and moſt remarkable Ways of offending 
God. Let him not ſpare to repreſent 
to his Mind all the Aggravations, where- 
with his Offences have been attended. 

For Inftance : It they have been long 
practiſed; if they have been againſt 
clear Light and Conviction; againſt ma- 


ny Warnings and preſſing Invitations to | 


a better Life; and that they imply baſe 
Ingratitude to a good God, to whom we 
are under the higheſt Obligations, and 
Whoſe Commands are all reaſonable, and 
deſigned for our Happineſs. 

Some may have a Courſe of open 
Wickedneſs, and enormous Crimes to 
repent of; ſuch as Drunkenneſs, Un- 
cleanneſs, Profaneneſs, Injuſtice and 
Falſhood. And others, when they come 
to know themſelves, and conſider their 
Conduct, will find much Evil to be 
humbled for, though they may have 
given the World no occaſion to mark 
them as immoral and licentious. Per- 
haps they have room to charge them- 
| elves 
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ſelves with habitual Neglect of God 1 
with predominant Pride, or earthly- 
mindedneſs, ſo that they have purſued 
nothing higher than the Intereſts of the 
Body, and this preſent Life, and been 
guilty of a ſettled Neglect to approve 
themſelves to God as their chief Buſineſs, 
and to ſeek after Heaven as their princi- 
pal Happineſs. In a Word: it is the 
Duty and Intereſt of every one, who de- 
ſigns to receive holy Baptiſm, to con- 
demn himſelf heartily for his paſt Evils, 
to enquire into the Corruptions of his 
Heart and Life, that he may be aſhamed 
and humbled for them before God : and 
the greater his Tranſgreſſions have been, 
the deeper, in all Reaſon, ſhould be his 
Humiliation. Above all, it muſt be care- 
fully remember'd, that the Eſſence of Re- 
pentance lies in Amendment; and there- 
fore, he muſt reſolve to have no Fellowſhip 
with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. 
Nothing which has been here ſaid is 
a juſt Diſcouragement to any ſincere Per- 
ſon, to come and join himſelf to the 
Lord in the Covenant of Baptiſm ; but 
only tends to ſhow it ſhould not be done 
inconſiderately; that there muſt be a well- 
laid Foundation, in a ſincere forſaking 
of Sin, and Purpoſe of being a Servant of 
{iS * Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs for Time to come. And 
ſurely it is meet to be ſaid unto God,. 
T will mot offend any more; that which 
T ſee not, teach thou me; and if I have 
Aone Iniquity, I will do no more i, 


II. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 


a neceſſary Qualification for Chriſtian 
Baptiſm. See here is Water, ſaid the 
 Eunuch to Philip; what doth hinder me 
to be baptized? And Philip ſaid ; If thou 
believeſt with all thine Heart, thou mayſt. 
And be anſwered and ſaid, I believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. And be 
commanded the Chariot to ſtand till : 
and they went down both into the Water, 
Both Philip and the Eunuch; and he bap- 
Jized him, Now he, that would be 


SHS bap- 
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Job xxxiv. 31, 32. 

* Acts viii: 36, 37, 38. I beg Leave here to en- 
quire; whether, whatever Faith is ſufficient to de- 
nominate a Man a Chriſtian Believer, be not alto 
: ſufficient to give him a Right to CHriſtian Bapti/m, 
if he defire it? and conſequently, whether it be not 
improper, and a Diminution of our Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, to make an Aſſent to any ſuch Poctrines and 
Opinions, a neceſſary Condition of Bapti/m, as 
may be believed or diſbelieved, without forfeitin 
our Character as Believers in Chrift ? Should it 
be objected by Chriſtians, for Inſtance, of the Cal. 
<inift Faith; our Church is founded on the Prin- 
„ ciples 
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baptized into the Faith of Chriſt, ſhould 
conſider and receive him in his three- 
fold Office, of Prophet, Prieſt and 
King. Let us employ a few Thoughts 
on each, ; 

1. Chriſt muſt be received by the Per- 
fon to be baptized, as the great Prophet 


10 ciples of Calvini/m ; and therefore we can admit 
„ none to be baptized into our Communion but 


ſhould Chriftians of the Arminian Faith, urge the 
like on their Part: I aſk, whether this would not 
be inſufficient ; unleſs it can be ſhown, that the pe- 
culiar diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, of the one Side or 
the other, are e/ential to a Chriflian? And if, 
on which Side ſoever a Man believes in theſe 
Points, he may be a Chriſtias; may he not then 
he baptized, which is nothing elſe but profe/ing 
"himſelf a Chriſtian ? And if the Goſpel! will al. 
low both Sides to receive Chriſtian Baptiſm ; can 
it be thought we ſhall have any Praiſe from our 
divine Maſter, in making the Door to a Profeſſion 
of his Religion ſtreighter than he hath left it? 
Suppoſe that great Ornament of the Church of 
Eng land, the late Archbiſhop Tillotſon, ** that has 
«« cultivated the Subjects of Holine/5, Peace and 
1% Love, by his Pen and his Practice; as Dr. 
Watts ſpeaks of him, in his Diſcourſe on the Hap- 
pineſs of ſeparate Spirits, p. 98. ſuppoſe, I fay, 
this great and good Man (who, *tis well known, 
was no Adherent to the diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of 
Catvin) had become a Convert to adult Baptiſm; 
could any one forbid Water, that ſuch a Man 
ould not be baptized ? 0 £30 
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and Teacher come from God. For Mo- 


ſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, a Pro- 
phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
unto you of your Brethren, like unto me: 
him ſhall ye hear, in all Things whatſo- 
ever he ſhall ſay unto you. And it fhall 
come to paſs, that every Soul, which will 
not hear that Prophet, ſhall be deftroy'd 
from among the People. It is a Pro- 
phet's Office, to diſcover the Mind of 
God, both as to what we are to be- 
lieve, and what we are to praiſe, Ac- 
corqdingly Chrift ſays : To this End was 
1 born, and for this Cauſe came I into the 
World, that I ſhould bear Witneſs unto 
the Truth ®, He manifeſted the Truth 
to the greateſt Advantage; and bore 
Witneſs to it, by the Signs and Wonders 
he wrought himſelf, and which his Apo- 
ſtles wrought afterwards in his — 
and by his Authority. 

Now the great Things he hath pro- 
prounded to ohr Fai, are ſuch as theſe. 
That there is one only living and 
true God, the Creator and Sovereign of 
the Univerſe ; <who is above all, and in 
all, and through all a.— That God ſo 


Ads iii. 22, 23. m John xvili. 37. 
n Eph. iv. 6. 
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loved the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Son; that whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life *.— That therefore, whoſo- 
ever, repenting of his Sin, believeth in 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as to be obedient to his 
holy Gofpel, ſhall be ſaved. — That the 
preſent Life is a State of Trial, —— That 
God is ready to give all needful Aſſi- 
ſtances of his holy Spirit to ſuch as fin- 
cerely aſk and improve then, — That 
there will be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and a folemn, impartial Judgment; ſo 
that all which are in the Graves ſhall 
hear his (Chriſt's) Voice, and ſhall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto 
the Reſurrettion of Life; and they that 
Bae done evil, unto the Reſurrettion of 
Damnation v. Such as theſe are the im- 
portant Articles which the great Prophet 
hath propounded to our Belief, and 
which he who comes to Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm ſhould be well inſtructed in. 
- 2, There is the prietly Office of 
Chriſt, which the Candidate for Baptiſm 
/ ſhould alſo be acquainted with, Jeſus, 
as our great high Prieſt, is“ paſſed inis 
the Heavens, to appear in the Preſence 


„ John 11. 16. P John v. 28, 29. 
4 Heb. iv. 14. ix. 24, ' 
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of God for us, in virtue of his Bloodſhed. 
It was the Will of God, that without 
ſhedding of Blood there ſhould be no Re- 
miſſion. "Therefore hath Chriſt appeared, 
to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of him- 
elf. So then, if the Blood of Bulls, 
and of Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer 
ſprinkling the Unclean, ſanktiſieth to the 
purifying of the Fleſh ; how much more 
ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who, through 
the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf with- 
out Spet unto God, Purge your Conſcience 
from dead Works, to ſerve the living God? 
The Candidate for Baptiſm ſhould then 
be well appriz d of this great and comfort- 
able Truth; that in him we have Redemp- 
tion through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins; and that, as St. John ſpeaks, he 
Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from all Sin. 
And, as he died for Sinners, ſo be 
ever livetbada make Interceſſion for them. 
On this the Author to the Hebrews 
grounds his Ability to fave. Wherefore 
he is able alſo to ſave them to the utter- 
moſt, that come unto God by him, ſeeing 
he ever liveth to make Interceſſiun for 
them . He. is our Advocate with the 
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4 Heb. ix. 22, 26. r Heb. ix. 13, 14. 
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Father, as well as the Propiliation for 
our Sins : from whence humble and pe- 
nitent Souls have Encouragement, to come 
boldly unto the Throne of Grace, to ob- 
tain Mercy, and find Grace to help in 
Time of Need. Since God is in Chriſt, 
reconciling the World unto himſelf, not 
imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them", 
none who come unto God by Chriſt, ſhall 
be caſt out. In this Faith let the repent- 
ing Sinner come to Baptiſm ; rejoicing. 
that the Lord taketh Pleaſure in them 
that fear him and Hope in his Mercy *. 

3. We muſt have Faith in Chriſt as: 
Lord and King. For, to this End Chriſt 
both died, and roſe, and revived; that 
be might be LORD both of the Dead 
and Living. In like Manner St. Paul. 
to the Philippians : Wherefore God alſo 
bath highly exalted him, and given him a 
Name which is above every Name; that 
at the Name of Feſus every Knee ſhould 
bow, of Things in Heaven, and Things 
in the Earth, and Things under the 
Earth ;, and that every Tongue ſhould 
confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is LORD, 
to the Glory of God the Father *, And 


v Heb. iv. 16. » 2 Cor. v. 19, Pal. 
Cxlyii.1t, ? Rom,xiv.g, 2 Phil, ii. 9, 10, 11. 
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of the regal Power of Chriſt, the ſame 
Apoſtle ſpeaks in another Epiſtle thus. 
Fer he muſt reign till he hath put all 


Enemies under his Feet, --- For he hath 


put all Enemies under his Feet, But 
when he ſaith, all Things are put under 
him, it is manifeſt that he is excepted 
that did put all Things under him, And 
when all Things ſhall be ſubdued unto 
him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 


ſubject unto him that did put all Things 


under him, that God may be all in alls. 
Since therefore'the Father hath put all 


be Head over all Things to the Church», 
the Perſon to be baptized muſt conſider 
and receive him as ſuch; reſolving to 

live not without Law, but under Law 
to Chriſt ; obſerving all Things whatſc- 
ever he hath commanded ©, And as in 
Baptiſm he profeſſeth to be obedient un- 
to Chriſt, it is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, that in his after- conduct he ful- 
fil this Engagement 3 becauſe Chriſt will 
come again as Lord and Judge, to call 
him to Account. For we muſt all ap- 
pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, 


- > 1 Cor. xv. 25, 27, 28. b Eph. i. 22. 
© Matt. xxviil. 20, . 


7. ay i 5 under his Feet, and given him to 
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hath done, whether it be good or bad“. 


But concerning Obedience, 1 ſhall ſay 


more in the next Chapter, 
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that every one may receive the T. bings 
done in his Body, according to that be 
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K UL 


Of the OBL1GATIONS of thoſe who 
are baptized. 


* HE general Obligation of thoſe 
| who are baptized is taught us in 
thefe Words. Therefore we are buried 
with him by Baptiſm into Death; that 
like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the 
Dead by the Glory of the Father, ſo we 
alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life . 
But more particularly, 


I. They are obliged to have an uni- 
verſal Regard unto the Commandments 
of Chriſt, Accordingly, when our bleſ- 
ſed Lord gave the Commiſſion to go 
teach all Nations and baptize them, he 
added; teaching them to obſerve all Things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. And 
he hath laid it down as the Teſt, or 
Proof of our being his Friends, that we 


* Rom. vi. 4. Matt. xxviii. 20. 
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do whatſoever he comman1s*. By ſay- 
ing we muſt have an 4niver/al Regard 
to the Commandments of Chriſt, it is 
not ſuppoſed we can live perfectly free 
from Sin: For if we ſay we have no 
Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the 
Truth is not in usb. But the Meaning 
is, there is no one Command that we 
muſt refuſe to comply with, or know- 


ingly and preſumptuouſly tranſgreſs. 


We muſt eſteem all his Precepts concern- 
ing all Things to be right, and hate eve- 


our ſelves tranſgreſs, we muſt be ſorry 
for it, and endeavour to amend. Then 
ball we not be aſhamed, when wwe thus 
have Reſpect unto all God's Command- 


® l JV = M 


„in his Chriſtian Character, and cannot 


r boſoever | ſhall keep the whole Law, 


exix. 128, * Pal cxix, 6, Phil. iv. 8. 


ry falſe Way. And wherein we find 


ments *: when, whatſoever Things are 
true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of 
good Report, if there be any Virtue, 
and if there be any Praiſe, we think on. 
| theſe Things', But he who lives habi- 
0 = Gor preſumptuouſly in any one 

Sin, eis guilty of a fundamental Failure 


d be accounted a faithful Diſciple of Chriſt. 


{i} John XL. 14+. 1 John 1. 8. i Pfal. 
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and yet (thus) offend in one Point, be is 
guilty of all®, He violates the Au- 
thority on which the Whole is built; 
and would offend in any other Point, if 
he had equal Temptation. 

II. He, who is enter'd into the Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion by Baptiſm, muſt en- 
deavour 4 grew in Grace, and improve 
in the ſeveral Virtues of the ſpiritual 
Life. Let us go on unto Perfection“. 
Forgetting thoſe Things which are be- 
Bind, and reaching forth unto thoſe Things 
which are before, we muſt preſs toward 
the Mark, for the Prize of the high Cal- 
ling of God in Chriſt Feſus®. 

He who is only concern'd for juſt ſuch 
a Meaſure of Goodneſs, as may ſuffice to 
bring him to Heaven, is in great Dan- 
ger to come ſhort of the Kingdom. On 
the contrary, it is the Character of the 
juſt or good Man, that his Path is as the 
ſhining Light, ſhining more and more un- 
to the perfect Day. We muſt be care- 
ful to anſwer this Character. 

And let us obſerve, that for vigo- 
rous Endeavours after it, we have the 
greateſt Encouragement, and the moſt 


m James 11. 10. n Heb. vi. 1. . o Phil, 
iii. 13, 14. Prov. iv. 18. 
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quickening Motives. Conſider only theſe 
two. | 

1. God is ready to aid and proſper our 
Attempts of this Sort. ¶ hoſocver hath 

(and improves it) to him ſhall be given, 

and he ſhall have more Abundance*, And 

this is the Encouragement Chriſtians 
have, to work out their own Salvation 

with fear and trembling ; that it is God 

which worketh in them both to will and 

to do, of his good Pleaſure r, The God 

of Holineſs is a well-pleaſed Obſerver of 

the ſincere Diligence and Care a Chri- 

ſtian uſeth, to mortify the Deeds of the 

Body; to regulate and purify his Affe- 

; ctions; to root out Pride, and cultivate 
Humility z to diveſt himſelf of Envy, 
and baſe Selfiſnneſs, and put on Bowels 

i © of Mercy and Kindneſs ; to purge him- 
ſelf from Senſuality, and direct the 
, Ming to the Love and Imitation of God, 
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ture: God, I ſay, is a well pleaſed Ob- 
ſerver. of the Chriſtian's Diligence in 
ſuch Things, and will not fail to proſ- 
e per it. As for ſuch who are thus ſpiri- 
t tuwally diligent, tbe Bleſſing of the Lord 
will make them rich. Every Branch 


as the true Felicity of a reaſonable Crea- 


q Matt. xiii. 12. F Phil. li, IZ, 1 3. 
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Benefi 
fort 
ment 10 be ftedfaſt, unmoveable, and al. 


that beareth Fruit, he purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more Fruit*, The 
Advantage of this Growth in Grace (be- 
ſides the growing Pleaſure accompany- 
ing it in this World) 1s, 


2, That in Proportion to ſuch Im- | 
provement, ſhall be the Meaſure of our 
future and eternal Happineſs. As one 
Star differeth from another Star in Glo- 


ry, ſo alſo is the Reſurrection of the 


Head. He that ſowet þ bountifully ſhall 


reap alſo bountifully *.” The ſame Do- 
Etrine is taught by one having Rule over 


ten Cities; another over froe by one 
having a Propbet's Reward ; another 


a e s Man's Reward. Since there- 
fore wen 


w our Labour is not in vain, 
y Improvement in Virtue and 


but ev 


true Goodneſs ſhall add to our heavenly 
Treaſure; ſince we ſhall reap the eternal 
+ of Induſtry in Religion for this 


:*Time; this is great Encourage- 


ways abounding in the Work of the 


Lord ». 
Now, if we are deſirous to grow in 
Grace, we muſt diligently uſe the Means 


* John xv. 2. t 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42, 
v 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7 .1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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which, in the Nature of the Thing, are 
neceſſary, and which God hath appoint- 
ed for this Purpoſe. - Such are theſe fol- 
lowing. (THE. 
Watchfulneſs and Self - examination. 


This is like a Tradeſman's keeping his 


Accounts in good Order: he knows 


then on what Foundation he ſtands ; and 


can make an eaſy judgment, whether he 
goes forward or backward. But if he 
does not look into his Affairs, nor keep 
regular Accounts, all is in Confuſion and 
Uncertainty. 

A Chriſtian Profeffor then ſhould 
often recolle& himſelf, and compare his 
Temper and Conduct with the Nature 
and Will of God. By thus obſerving 
and inquiring into our ways, we ſhall 
come to underſtand our defects, and 
know better how to ſet our guard againſt 


them. Through Neglect of chis, Peo- 


ple continue in many Follies and Evils 
unthought of; and, in the End, cauſe 


much Perplexity, and many melancho- | 
ly Fears to themſelves, as well as ſet .: 
forth Religion to others in a diſadvan- 


tageous Light: whereas it ſhould be the 
Study of Chriſt's Diſciples, not only to 
have the Reality of Religion in them- 
ſelves, and fave their awn Souls; but 
E. E 2 more- 
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moreover, to have their Light ſhine be- 
fore men, that they may ſee their god 


Works, and glorify their Father who is 
in Heaven. But concerning Self-exa- 
mination, ſomething farther will be ſaid 
in the laſt Chapter. 

Again; reading the Word of God, and 
Prayer, are excellent Means of Growth 
in Grace. Conſtancy and Seriouſneſs 
in this Work is the Way 7o ſet the 
Lord always before us : and a ſerious 
lively Senſe of his Preſence is a moſt 
powerful Preſervative againſt Tempta- 
tion, and Incentive to Diligence in well 
doing. Hagar called the Name of the 
Lord that ſpake unto her, Thou God ſeeſt 
me. And were this deeply fix*d in our 
Minds, Thou God ſeeſt me, it would 
make us good Chriſtians, and good in 
every Relation of Life. Who would 
dare to do amiſs under the Eye of his 
Lord and Judge? Who would not be 
zealous in Works of Duty and Obedi- 
ence, in the Preſence of his Sovereign ; 
who promiſeth ample Rewards to the 
Obedient; and will puniſh he Aolhful 
and wicked Servant? If then we main- 
tain a ſerious Senſe of our being 0 


2 Matt. v. 16, y Gen. xvi. 13. 
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in the Preſence of God, who is eſſentially 


every where, we ſhall not want a Mo- 
tive to be diligent in well doing: which 


Senſe of the divine Being, is greatly pro- 


moted by reading his Word, and by 


Prayer. Beſides, ſince we cannot proſ- 


per in Holineſs without heavenly Aid; 
for this Cauſe we mult not ceaſe to offer 
up our Supplications, that God would 
help us to grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fe- 
* ſus Chriſt, And as for ſtudying his 
Word, we thereby become acquainted 
with his Will, and learn to corre& and 
regulate our Conduct. Thou, through 
thy Commandments, haſt made me wiſer 
than mine Enemies; for they are ever 
with me. Through thy Precepts I get 
Underſtanding ; therefore I hate every 
* falſe Way. Thy Word is a Lamp unto 
' my Feet, and a Light unto my Path *, 
Once more; As an excellent Means 
of ſpiritual Improvement, let me re- 
! commend à careful Attendance on public 
Worſhip and Improvement of the Lord's 
Day. Thoſe that be planted in the Houſe 
of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts 
of our God. In the Houle of God we 


— Pſal. cxix. 98, 104, 16. Pſal. xcii. 13. 
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have rich Cultivations, excellent Means 
of profiting; and if we are careful and 
ſerious in our Attendance on thoſe Helps, 
we may depend on the divine Bleſſing 
and Concurrence, that, in the Prophet's 
Language, as the Rain cometh down 
from Heaven, and returneth not tbitber; 
but watereth the Earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud“: 'fo the Word of 
God, and the Services of his Houſe, 
Hall not return void, but proſper in the 
Thing whereto they are ſent. | 

Let us then treat the Lord's Day, not 
as a Time for Sloth and Idleneſs, and 
Diverſions ; but as a ſpecial Day of La- 
bour for our ſpiritual Profit, in the Ex- 
erciſe of Reading, and Meditation, and 
Prayer, and good Diſcourſe in our own 
"Houſes; and in worſhiping God. in 
Spirit and Truth, and receiving his 
Word with Attention and Love, While 
in His Houſe: not lightly forſaking the 
aſſembling our ſetves together, as the 
Manner of ſome 1s*, 

And as we ſhould not forſake the af. 
ſembling our ſelves together, ſo, if we 
mean to pleaſe God, or profit our ſelves 

by the Services of the Sanctuary, we 
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_ guard againſt the common Fault 
of Negligence and Drouzineſs. What 
Solomon obſerves is true, as well in Reli- 
as common Life. The Soul of the 
Sluggard deſireth and hath nothing; but 
the Soul of the Diligent ſhall be made 
fat *. | 


III. He, who is baptized into Fefus 
Chrift, muſt conſider himſelf obliged to 
maintain a weaned Temper from the 
World, and live above it. In the firſt 
and chiet Place, he muſt not conform to 
the World in any of its vicious Cuſtoms 
and Practices. Whoſoever will be @ 
Friend of the World, in ſuch Manner, 
is the Enemy of God. It is a Part of 
Chriſtian Fortitude abſolutely neceſſary, 
to dare to be ſingular in any, every 
Point, where a good Conſcience requires it. 

But, beſides a Non-conformity to the 
World in Things evidently /nfu!, and 
contrary to Virtue, Chriſtians muſt be- 
I ware of an earthly Temper. They mult 
a- take Heed that they do not overmuch 
we affect and delight in, and care for this 
res World; of which there is no ſmall . 
we Danger: They profeſs to have their 


4 Prov, xiii. 4. James iv. 4. 
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Converſation (Citizenſhip) in Heaven ; 
to be Pilgrims and Strangers in the 
Earth; to ſeek and deſire a better Coun- 
try, i. e. an heavenly. Therefore, with 
reſpect to the preſent World, they ſhould 
rejoice in its Comforts, as though they 


rejoiced not ; they ſhould weep under its 4 
Sorrows and Aflictions, as though they | 


wept not ; they ſhould buy as though they 
poſſeſſed not, and uſe this World without 


abufmng it; for the Faſbion of this World | 


paſſeth away. Such, in good Meaſure, 


will be a Chriſtian's Temper, if that 


Faith be in him, firm and vigorous, 


which ig the Subſtance of Things hoped 


for, and the Evidence of Things not 


ſeen *, 


Chriſtians are required to mortify their 


Affection to the World in theſe three 


Things: the Luſt of Ambition, ſenſual Þ 
Pleaſure and Riches ; which St. Zobn is 


underſtood to intend in thoſe Words: 
All that is in the World, the Luft of the 


Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and the | 
Pride of. Life, is not of the Father, but | 


is of the World. 


11 Cor. vii. 30, 31. * Heb, xi. 1. 
d 1 John 11. 16. | 


2. As 
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1. As for Ambition; a Chriſtian 
ſhould aim higher than the Honour that 
comes from Men : he ſhould ever ſeek 
principally the Honour that comes from 
God; and prefer the Approbation and 
Peace of his own Conſcience to the Ap- 
plauſe and Eſteem of the whole World; 
nay, eſteem even that Reproach honour- 
able, which falls on him for the Sake of 
* Chriſt his Maſter, and a teddy Adherence 
to his Laws: like Moſes, who efteemed the 
* Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than 
; the Treaſures in Egypt*: or, like the 
* Apoſtles, who departed from the Pre- 
ſence of the Council, rejoicing that they 
| were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for 

the Name of Feſus *, EH 
2. A Chriſtian muſt ſo live above the 
World, as to ſtand free of all criminal 
Indulgences to the Fleſb. He muſt prin- 
cipally reliſh and purſue ſomething a- 
: bove the Pleaſures of Senſe ; and there- 
e fore keep under the Body, and have it in 
e ſabjection to the Rules of Temperance 
tand Chaſtity. Fleſbly Luſts war againſt 
the Soul ' : therefore, whoſoever profeſ- 
ſeth to make the Salvation of his Soul 


i Heb. xi. 26. * Acts vi. 14. 
1 Pet. ii. 114 : 
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entangled and captivated with theſe, our 
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his main Concern, (as in reaſon every 
one ſhould) muſt cruciſy the Fleſh with 


the Affections and Luſts; and take Heed, 


leſt, while he profeſſeth himſelf ſpiri- 
tual, he be found in the End, carnally 
minded, which is Death n. 

F inally The baptized Chriſtian muſt 
ſo live above the World, as to be prin- F 
cipally careful not to lay up for himſelf | 
Treaſures on Earth, but in Heaven. In- 
duſtry in ſecular Buſineſs is commenda- N 
ble, and a Duty: and, doubtleſs tis ve- 

lawful to have in View Gain, as a | 
Reward of Diligence. But what Chri- 
ſtianity obligeth us to (wherewith every 
Man's true Reaſon muſt agree) is, that 
we do not affect earthly Riches as our | 
Portion; but always defire and purſue Þ 
them, conſiſtently with a ſuperior De- 
ſire, and principal Care to grow rich to- 
wards God, and to lay up Treaſure in 
Heaven, Let us fear, leſt the Cares of 
this Life render us careleſs about the 
Life to come. 

Worldly Pleaſures; and worldly Cares, 
have each been the Ruin of many Souls, 
The Impreſſions of Religion on People 
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Saviour compares to Seed fallen amon 


Thorns. That which fell among Thorns, 


are they which, when they have heard, 
go forth and are choaked with Cares and 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life, and 
bring no Fruit to Perfection“. 

Many, through love of the World, 


| have made Shipwreck of Faith, and put 


away a good Conſciencev. They will 


* berich; and ſo fall into Temptation and 


a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 


ful Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtru- 
Aion and Perdition?, Whoſo therefore 
would act agreeably to his Chriſtian 


Character, muſt never, by any Means, 
ſo purſue this World's Gain, as is in- 
conſiſtent with Integrity and a pure 
Conſcience. The plain Chriſtian Rule, 
which every Diſciple of Chriſt muſt 


Walk by, in all his Tranſactions with 


Men, is what the Lord hiinſelf has 


laid down: All Things whatſoever ye 


would that Men ſhould do unto you, do 
ye even ſo unto them%, A very ex- 
tenſive Rule, and very plain and level 
to every Capacity. 


n Luke viii. 14. » 1 Tim. i. 19. 
21 Tin. vi. 9. 3 Matt. vii. 12 
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IV. He who is baptized into Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt look on himſelf particularly 
concerned to reſſt and overcome thoſe 
Sins of which be is moſt in Danger. 

Perhaps there is no Man but is prone 
to ſome Tranſgreſſion more than to others; 
whether by Means of Conſtitution, or 
Cuſtom, or Situation and Circumſtances 
in the World. With reſpe& to ſuch 
Sin, whatever it be, he muſt be eſpe- F 
cially on his Guard; and here lies the 
reat Trial of his Sincerity and Virtue, Þ 

may ſtand free of ſome, of many F 
Sins, without proving himſelf a good i 
Man, becauſe he may have no Inclina- 
tion or Enticement to them, He may 
be honeſt and defraud no one, and yet! C 
be a Drunkard : or he may be averſe to Þ Z 
Intemperance, yet mightily given to * | 
1 and lye, to deceive and over- reach. C 
He may be no profane Swearer, yet is 
guilty of an habitual Neglect of God. th 
He may be no Prodigal, waſting his Sy 
Goods in riotous Living, yet full of Ma- 
lice and Envy, the very Spirit of the 
Devil. Therefore, what a Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſor is concerned to enquire is, whether 
there be any one Tranſgreſſion that he 


harbours and practiſes ? Let him _ 
3 | ler 


of 
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der what Evil it is, which, by Temper 
or Circumſtances, he is moſt addicted 
to. Does he yield to that? or ſincerely 
watch and pray againſt it? Here lies the 


turning Point. And Chriſtians ſhould 


take Heed, leſt, though they are not 


| far from the Kingdom of God, yet, by 


Means of ſome one predominant Luſt, 
and indulged Sin, they ſhould finally 
come ſhort. All theſe (ſaid the young 
Man in the Goſpel) Bave 7 kept from my 


Fouth up: what t Lab T yet '? Why yet 
. there was one Thing, an undue Love of 
| this World, that hinder'd his 3 


into he Kingdom of God. 
v. They y, who Mee been baptized in 


Chriſt, muſt perſevere and endure 10 the 


End. 


I have no Deſign to meddle with the 


Confraverſ relating to Perſeverance, Ir 
is fuufficient to my Purpoſe to obſerve, 
that the Scripture often makes this the 
Subject of an Exhortation. Let him that 
thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt he 
fall*, Beware leſt ye alſo, being led away 
with the Error of the Wicked, fall from 
your 0wn * Now the Juſt 


Matt. xix./20. S 1 Cor. x. 12. 
1 2 Pet. iii. 17. : 
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ſhall live by Faith; but if he draw back, 
(fo it ſhould be render'd, as any one may 
ſee who can conſult the Original) my Sou! 
ſhall have no Pleaſure in kim", And in 
Ezekiel, But when the Righteous turn- 
eth away from his Righteouſneſs, and 
committeth Iniquity, and doth according 
to all the Abominations that the wicked 
Man doth , fhall be live? All bis Righ- 
teouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be 
mentioned. In his Treſpaſs that be 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his Sin that he 
hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die v. 

And, to prompt our Care to perſe- 
vere, the Promiſes are made to ſuch as 
endure to the End, and overcome. He 
that endureth to the End, ſhall be ſa- 
ved. Be thou faithful unto Death, and 
J will give thee a Crown of Life vw. 

Even to the End of Life, we are in 
a State of Combat, and our ſpiritual 
Enemies will be conſtantly making 
War upon us. Them we muſt 1% 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, leſt they rob us of 
our Crown. And the Diſciples of Je- 
ſus have this Comfort, under the Temp- 
tations they are liable to; that God i, 
faithful, who will not ſuffer them to. be 

u Heb. x. 38. w Exzek. xviii. 24. 


* Matt. x. 22. Y Rev. ii. 10. 
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tempted above that they are able; but 
will, with the Temptation alſo, make 4 
Way to eſcape, that they may be able to 
bear it *, He will ftrengthen them with 
Might by his Spirit in the inner Man“. 
But let them remember alſo, that be 
Spirit may be quenched * : and God may 
be provoked to withdraw his gracious 
Influences, if they are not improved. 4J 
In a Word, there is no other juſt 1 
Ground to conclude, that we ſhall ſtand 
at the laſt Day in the Number of the 
Elect, than from our preſent Sanctifica- 
tion and Holineſs. And conſidering 
how many have made a promiſing Be- 
ginning, and yet fallen from their Sted- 
© faſenefs, and (as far as Practice can 
make manifeſt) become Slaves of the 
World and Sin; others have great Cauſe 
to be on their Guard, leſt they alſo be 
led away, and hardened through the De- 
ö ceitfulneſs of Sin. | 


z 1 Cor. x. 13. - ® Fph. iii. 16. 
b 1 Theſſ. v. 19. 
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A PERSUASIVE or EXHORT ATION 
to Baptiſm. 4 


HE preſent Chapter is intended 
for the Service of thoſe, who eſteem 
Believer's Baptiſm an Ordinance of the 
Goſpel, but have not yet received it. 
Let me offer a ſerious Perſuaſion to ſuch, 
to practiſe according to their Faith. And 
may the good Spirit of God proſper this 
Addreſs ! Conſider then, 


I. It is a Commaud, an Ordinance 0 
Chriſt. It is the Method He hath ordained, 
whereby you are to acknowledge your 
receiving him as your Saviour and your 
Lord. Andi fince it is the nent 
of our divine Maſter, this alone were 
ſufficient to oblige you to its Obſervance, 
But he hath moreover told you the End 
and De/ign, for which Baptiſm is to be 
obſerved. It is a Sign of the Remiſſion 
of Sins, on God's Part; and, on your 
0 Part, 


7 
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Part, a Sign of your Diſpoſition, and 
urpoſe to die unto Sin, and live unto 
Righteouſiiels, Will it be ſaid, you 
may die unto Sin, and live in the Pra- 
cCitice of Righteouſneſs, without this 
Ceremony ? But you cannot ſurely ima- 
ine this an Excuſe, if you allow Bap- 
tiſm to be a ſtanding Ordinance of the 
Goſpel. You know it becometh us to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs © ; as our Saviour 
ſpeaks in Reference to this very Caſe 
of Baptiſm. And he hath ſaid; Ze are 
my Friends if ve do whatſoever I have 
commanded You ®, Conſider then, how 
can you prove your ſelves the Friends of 
Chriſt, if you live in the Omiſſion of 
one plain, acknowledged Command of 
his? How does it appear you are his 
willing Diſciples, if you refuſe to avow 
and declare your ſelves ſuch, in the 
Way and Manner he hath ordained ? 
It is not for us to chuſe, in what Man- 
ner we will declare our ſelves his Fol- 
lowers, It is not for us to refuſe, or 
neglect that way of doing it, which our 
Maſter hath ſettled. This is Yes Will, 
his Appointment z and therefore we are 
bound to obſerve it. And, permit me 


© Matt. il, 15. 9 John xv. 14- 


to 
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to.aſk, to what Purpoſe is all your Zeal, 
and pleading for this as the right, and 
the Goſpel Method, while you are not 
careful to obſerve. and practiſe it ? This 
Ordinance, was never deſigned to be a 
Matter of meer Speculation and Diſ- 
pute: but if you know the Command, 
happy are you if you do it ©, 

If, after all, any ſhould think it a 
Matter of ſmall Moment, and not 
worth ſo much preſſing ; I may apply to 
them the Story of Naaman the Syrian. 
As Naaman had a Leproſy, Eliſha, the 
Prophet of the Lord, ſends him a Mel- 
ſage, to go, and waſh himſelf ſeven 
Times in Jordan, and be ſhould be clean. 
But he approves not the Method, and 
refuſes to obey. Naaman was wroth, 
and went away and ſaid; Bebold, 1 
thought he will ſurely come out to me, and 
ſtand and call upon the Name of the 
Lord his God, and ſtriłe his Hand upon 
the Place, and recover the Leper. Are 
not Abana and Pharphar, Rivers of 
Damaſcus, better than all the Water: 
of Iſrael ? may I not waſh in them, and 
be clean? So he turned and went away 
in a Rage. And his Servants came near, 


© John xiii, 17. 
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and ſpake unto him, and ſaid; My Fa- 
ther, if the. Prophet had bid | thee do 
ſome great Thing, wauluſt thou not have 
done it? How much: rather then, when 
he. ſaith to thee, waſh and be clean 1. 

In like Manner, if Feſus Chrift, the 
great Prophet of the Lord, and Head 
of the Church, had bid you do ſome 
great Thing, ſome very difficult and ſelf- 
denying Service; might it not, in all 
Reaſon, be expected you ſhould do it? 
How much rather then, when he ſaith, 
be waſhed, or baptized, in Token of be- 
ing purified from your Sins; in Toten 
of their being forgiven, and of your 
Reſolution,  henceforward to walk in 
Newneſs of Lite ? Theſe are the great 
and important Things, which Baptiſm is 
appointed to ſignify. Wherefore then 
do you content and ſatisfy your ſelves, 
in the Neglect of fo plain and. een 
an Inſtitution ? 

Will you ſay, you are not qualified 
for it ? Allow me to inquire, what you 
mean by. not being qualified for Bap- 
uſm ? Is it your Meaning, that you 
have not repented of Sin, nor reſolved + 
to forſake it? that you cannot ag in | 


f2 Lioge V. 19, 11 | es. 
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your Heart, 70 live ſoberly, rigbteouſly, N qu. 
and godly ? If fo; then it muſt be con- R 
feſt, you are not meet Subjects of Bap- in 
tiſm. But need you be told, it would be 
perfect Madneſs to fit down eaſy under I re 
fuch an Excuſe as this? In this unre- G. 
newed State, this Slavery to Sin, you ca 
are indeed unfit for Baptiſm. But then, I 0 
oh! conſider, you are at the ſame Time, 
and for the ſame Reaſon, unfit alſo for w. 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The Wrath til 
of God abideth on you : and if you die th 
in ſuch a Condition (as Life, you know, 
is very precarious) you ſhall not eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell. Now, is it poſ- 
ſible for any one to quiet himſelf with ſo 
dreadful an Apology as this, for refu- 
ſing Baptiſm ? What, is it a light Mat- 
ter, that thou art not a fit Object of the the 
Mercy of God; and of Pardon, and an 
| Reconciliation through Feſus Chriſt ? latt 
Does it not call for thy moſt ſerious Sin 
Concern, that thou ſtandeſt in continual | 
Jeopardy of being for ever excluded the lan 
Kingdom of God, and Regions of Hap- 12 
pineſs; and of being ſentenced to ever- || Rec 
laſting Puniſhment ? If then thou haſt Pre 
any Concern, to fly from the Wrath to [tle 
come, and to be ſaved ; the ſame Me- 
thods which are needful for this, will 
7 8 * 


qualify thee for Baptiſm : viz. unfeigned 
Repentance towards God, and ſuch Faith 
in Chriſt as iſſues in ſincere Obedience. 

And. let it be obſerved; that, with 
reſpe& to Repentance, and turning to 
God, no Delay muſt be admitted; be- 
cauſe it is for your Life. Haſte, eſcape 
for thy Life, left thou be conſumed. 

But having enter'd on the Ovjefions 
which may ariſe againſt receiving Bap- 
tiſm, it will not be improper. to take 
this Place for obviating ſome others, 

Farther then: It may be objected, 
by ſome People of Conſcience, that 
they fear they are not qualified for Bap- 
tiſm: —— that many. have been bap+ 


3 1 1 3 1 * 


their holy Profeſſion : — and as for 
1 ſhould they be baptized, 
and walk unbecoming the Goſpel, the 
latter End would be worſe than the Be- 
3 (gun 

1] Av. It muſt be acknowledged as 2 
e lamentable Truth, that many are bap- 
- tized, who, by their unchriſtian, wie 
-- Iked Lives, prove a Diſgrace to their 
& | Profeſſion. Many walk, as the Apo- 
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ten, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are the Enemies of the Crofs of 
Chriſt ; whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe 
God is their Belly, and whoſe Glory 
is in their Shame, who mind earthly 
Things. 3 

But what if ſome walk contrary to 
their Chriſtian Profeſſion ? This is no 
Reaſon why a Conſcientious Perſon 
ſhould refuſe to be baptized into the 
Obedience of Chriſt. Suppoſe a Prince 
commands his Subjects to take the Oath 
of Allegiance, In conſequence of this 
Order, many take it, who yet after- 
wards break-their Oath, and riſe up in 
Rebellion. No one can imagine this a 
good Reaſon, why any well-diſpoſed 
Subject ſhould refuſe the Oath, for fear 
he alfo ſhould break it. *Tis fit I ſhould 
avow my Loyalty to my rightful King: 
and though ten Thoufand prove falſe, I 
may, and ought to know the temper of 

 02n Mind, whether JI am reſolved 
to behave as a dutiful Subject : and that 
others turn Rebels, ſhould the rather 
animate my Reſolution and Zeal, to de- 
clare-and act for my Liege Lord. 
But farther 3 Do you really fear you 
are not qualified for Baptiſm ? and does 
nothing hinder, but your doubting of 
LES wy your 


. 


your Meetneſs for it? I have ſhown be- 
fore, what are the neceſſary DD At 
ons, viz. Repentance towards God, and 
Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Who- 
ſoever has theſe may, and ought to 
be baptized, Therefore examine your 
ſelves, prove your own ſelves d. Are you 
in doubt, whether you have repented of 
Sin; and whether you have ſuch Faith 


in Chriſt as determines you to obey 
him'? It behoves you, indeed, to. clear 


up this Matter ; becauſe nothing leſs 
than your Salvation is concerned in it. 
If you have not theſe Qualifications, you 
ſhall not inherit eternal Life. So that 
you, ought never to be eaſy, while 
any reaſonable Doubt remains of your 
Unfitneſs for Baptiſm ; ſince the ſame 
Things which diſqualify you for that, 
diſqualify you for being ſaved. By all 
Means then, examine your ſelves impar- 
tially, whether you have' ſeen the Folly 
and Evil of Sin; whether there be any 
Iniquity but what you are willing to re- 
nounce; whether you are determined 


(by the Help of God) to walk in all 
good Conſcience, and to live ſoberly, 


righteouſly and godly. And if Conſcience 
n 2 Cor, xiii. 5. 
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anſwer in the Armative; then J invite 
and intreat, yea, allow me to ſay, in 
God's Name, I charge you, to come to 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, Why tarrieſt thou, 
ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy Sins, calling upon the Name of the 
Lordi. But if upon Search, Conſcience 
ſhould anſwer in the Negative; or leave 
it dubious, whether you have repent- 
ed, and are heartily willing to obey the 
Goſpel :. then you have no Time for 
Reſt; for it molt nearly concerns you, 
to come to a reaſonable Concluſion, whe- 
ther you are in a State. of Salvation or of 
r 1. 
Again: Are you afraid to be bap- 
tized, Teſt you ſhould not walk worthy 
of your holy Profeſſion ? Let me an- 


ſwer; this very Fear and Concern is a 


promiſing Sign to the contrary : for fuch 
a Diſpoſition will make you watchful; 
and the Life of Religion depends on 
Watchfulneſs. | 

But let me enquire once more, whe- 
ther, as to ſome, the real Cauſe of their 
Shyneſs and Refuſal, be not that they 
do not conſent to the Circumſpection 
and Holineſs of Life, which, in Bap- 


i Ads xxii, 16. 
tiſm, 


t 
ſ 
O 
0 
P 
I 
ſt 
V 
W 
fr 
A 
tit 


at 


concerning BAPTISM. 73 
tiſm, is ſolemnly promiſed ? With whom- 
ſoever this is the Caſe, I beg them to 


obſerve, that Baptiſm debars us of none 
of the innocent Liberties, and reaſonable 


Pleaſures of Life : and as for all vicious 


Liberties, or Licenciouſneſs ; as for all 
ſuch Gratifications and Purſuits, as the 
Word of God and Conſcience condemn; 


we are indiſpenſably obliged to abſtain 


from them, whether baptized or not. 
And to refuſe the Obligation of Bap- 
tiſm, that you may be at Liberty to ſin 


at an eaſter Rate; is ſuch wilful and pre- 


ſumptuous Wickedneſs, as muſt leave 
you. utterly without Excuſe. 

There is one Objection more, which 
muſt not be paſſed by, as, I believe, it 
lies in the Heart of a great many : and 
that is, our Method of Baptiſm is un- 


faſhionable and deſpiſed. We are ridi- 


cud for this ſtrange Way: the Multi- 
tude is againſt us; or we may incur the 
Diſpleaſure of Friends and Acquain- 
tance, 

To this I need not fay much in an- 


ſwer; becauſe it is an Objection which 
carries on its very Face its own Con- 


demnation. However, a little muſt be 
ſaid. Do you then refuſe this holy Or- 
dinance becauſe unfafhionable and de- 
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ſpiſed? Alas! where is the Sincerity of 
your Regard to the Lord Feſus, if you 
have not that ſmall Portion of Courage 
and Reſolution, which is requiſite to re- 
ceive an Inſtitution of his, contrary to 
the Way of the Generality of your 
Neighbours? Indeed, no wiſe Man 
would be ſingular for Singularity's ſake. 
But if you cannot bear a little vulgar 
Reproach, for the Sake of acting agree- 
ably to a good Conſcience z3 how would 
you have done in thoſe Times, when 
good. Men had the Trial, not only of 
cruel Mockings, but of Scourgings, yea, 
moreover of Bonds and Impri ſonment, 
and the moſt torturing Deaths * ? How 
different is your Spirit from that of the 
Apoſtles ? who departed from the Pre- 
fence of the Council, rejoicing that they 
ere counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for 
the Name of Feſus i. OP 

But through divine Goodneſs, we live 
in a Land and Time of Liberty; and 
may act as our Faith directs, without 
the Hazard of Perſecution. Since then 
we have this Liberty, we ſhall be alto- 
gether ĩnexcuſable if we nelect it. Or, 
luppoſing you ſhould incur the Diſplea- 


4 Heb: xi. 36, 37. | * Ads v. 41. : 
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fare of Friends; Matters of Conſcience 
and Duty muſt not give Place to them. 
Only uſe proper Care to be perſuaded; 
on good Evidence, that you are doing 
the Will of Chrift : and then you may, 
with a cheerful Mind, ſubmit to what- 
ever Inconvenience ſhall! ariſe from 0 
doing. 

Nay, upon your Fidelity to your 
Lord and Saviour, you are bound, not 
to yield to all the Friends in the Word, 
in any Matter wherein their Will 
contrary to his. He that loveth Father 


or Mother more than me, is not wortby 


of me. — And be that taketh not bis 


Croſs, and followeth me, is not worthy 


of me. Nor will impartial Perſons, 
who duly regard the Sacredneſs of Con- 
ſcience, be diſguſted at your following 
the Light of your own Minds, though 
it ſhould lead you in a Way. different. 


from theirs, And I muſt add: ma v4 


are in no Danger of incurring the Di 
pleaſure of Friends; but their Friends, 


who have the rendereſt Concern for 


them, would greatly rejoice to.find them- 
willing to join themſelves to the Lorda in 


the W Covenant. 
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II. Conſider your own 1 
herein greatly concern'd. The Com- 
mand of Chriſt (as has been obſerved) 
ſhould be ſufficient, though nothing elſe 
were to be urged. But he hath given us 
no arbitrary Precepts; none but ſuch 
whoſe Significancy is made manifeſt, and 
ſuch as are adapted to our Benefit. Such 
are the two poſitive Inſtitutions of our 
Religion, Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
1 As for Baptiſm, it is adminiſter'd 


or the Remiſſion of Sins, as has been 


ſhown before. And moreover, our 
Lord ſays“, Except a Man be born of 
Water and of the Spirit, be cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Code. Which 
Words they will do well to conſider, 
who acknowledging the Baptiſm of Was 

: | | ter 


wes 1. 
Quake ſays, Water Baptiſm is the Bap- 
56 Ulm 917 "tex (i Chriſtian Baptiſm is only 
« that of £ mo Which Opinion is, to a 
Demonſtration, proved wrong, from that fingle 
Paſſage in Adds x. 47, 48. Can any Man forbi 
Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which 
have received the holy Ghoſt as wwell as we. And 
he commanded them te be baptized in the Name of 
the Lord. On which Paſſage I ſhall only make 
this obvious Remark : viz. St. Peter is ſo far from 
Kerounting that the en of the Spirit _ 
F e 
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ter to be a Law of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
yet never receive it. 

Now ſince Baptiſm is for the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, is not this an Advantage 
' © worthy of your glad Acceptance? And 
FF ſince: the Word of God directs you not 
only to. repent, but to repent and be 

baptized, for the Remiſſion of Sins; if 
vou would reaſonably expect the Bengſit, 
you muſt. obſerve the Injundtion. In 
| Things of poſitive Inſtitution, you have 
nothing to do but to comply with the Di- 
rection of the Itiſtitutor, as to the End 
and Manner of what he hath appointed: 
and not to do ſo, is manifeſt Diſobedi- 
ence, Conſider again: Baptifm is the 
regular Way of your Admiſſion into the 
Church of Chrift, and to the Privilege 
of that other Ofdinance, the Lord's Sup- 
per. And ſhould it not touch your 
Hearts with Grief and Shame, that while 
others have their Seaſons of celebrating 
this Memorial of the Love of Chriſt, you 
ſhould ſtand off, as though yon had no 
Concern and Intereſt in the Matter ? Do 


the Baptiſm of Vater needleſs, that, on the di- 
rect . contrary,” he urges their having already re- 
ceived the Sprrit, as the very Reaſon why wy 
ought to be.baptized with Vater. | 


G3 -- ps. 


OE — _ ld. AM bd — — inn a * ” 


78 A Practical Diſcourſe 
this, ſaid the Saviour, in Remembrance 
of me v. This he ordained, juſt before 
his dying a Sacrifice for us. And do I inf 
you hope to receive the Benefit of this dra 
Sacrifice? Why then will you not come As 
and feed this Hope, by attending the Cit 
Memorial of the Sacrifice? And may it , 
nct. be aſked, where is your Love to Þ W 
your Saviour; when you will not do | 
ſuch eaſy Service, to keep up the Re- Pe 
membrance of his Love? If all ſhould Þ M. 
act like you, this bleſſed Memorial of me 
our dying Lord would be loſt and ba- W 
niſhed from the Earth. I ſhall only Af 
add: if you are aſhamed to profeſs your | Or 
Subjection to Chriſt, in the Way which ten 
you believe be hath ordained z have you an 
not fome Reaſon to fear that Cenſure ; Þ roc 
I hoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, evi 
and of my Words, in this adulterous and Pe 
fenful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the El 
Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh N wt 
in the Glory of his Father with his holy | the 
Angels *? . 


| III. Conſider that your Example may is 
be profitable unto others. You know not || the 
how many may be provoked. by your I fo 
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Zeal and Forwardneſs, to go and do 
likewiſe, And how happy is it, to be 
inſtrumental, by g Example, of 
drawing others into the Way of God! 
As, on the other Hand, it is a miſerable 
Circumſtance to be the Inſtrument, b 


ill Example, of engaging others to wor 


Wickedneſs. 

I would eſpecially urge it on young 
Perſons, to ſnow a good Pattern in this 
Matter. There ſeems, generally, the 
moſt Likelihood of prevailing on ſuch. 
When Men proceed on toward old 
Age, in a Neglect of Religion and the 
Ordinance of the Goſpel, it is not of- 
ten they come into them afterwards: 
an earthly Temper is more and more 
rooted with their growing Years. How - 
ever, a ſhining Example in younger 
Perſons may, poſſibly, ſhame their 
Elders out of their long Neglect: for, 
when Youth are zealous to enter into 
the Kingdom of the Goſpel, and thus 
early ſhow their Wiſdom 1n being Can- 
didates for Heaven; ſuch a good Sight 


is an obvious and ſtrong Rebuke unto 


their Fathers in Age; that having lived 
ſo long, they are not yet fo much as 
enter d Diſciples of Jeſus, What do 


ſuch think of Religion, and the Inſtitu- 
8 OT tions 
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tions of the Goſpel? Will they not con- 
fider,' though come almoſt to the End 
of Life, that this Life is a State of Pro- 
bation ? — that there is an Eternity to 
come? — that the all-feeing God will 
bring them unto Judgment: 5 and, that 
to ſeek the Kingdom of God, and bis 
Righteouſneſs, 1s their principal Inte- 
my | 

But as for you young Perſons : as 
now is your beſt Time to enter upon 


Religion, and you cannot be too early 


in living to God, and taking Care for 
Eternity; ſo our Eyes muſt be on yu, 
to be the Examples and Supports of 
Religion, in the rung Generation? Let 
nothing therefore divert you from re- 


membring your Creator now in the 


Days of your Youth”, and giving your 
ſelves to the Lord Jeſus, in the Manner 
he hath- appointed. Show a laudable 
Zeal to become the Lights of the World: 


and let the Wickedneſs of the Age, and 


its Indifference to Religion, provoke 


your Emulation to make a Stand againſt 


tn. Dare to diſtinguiſh- your ſelves, 
where the Will of God, the Cauſe of 
Piety and Virtue, and the Happineſs of 


7 Ecclef. xii. 1; 
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your immortal Souls. require it. Save 
your ſelves from this untoward Gene- 
ration. 
So much for the Exhortation to Bap- 
tiſm. The Succeſs of it muſt depend on 
the Bleſſing of God, and your ſerious 
Conſideration, 3 
I wilt only add this one Direction: 
that it any Perſon be ſeriouſly thought- 
ful about Baptiſm, and deſirous of it, 
he will do well to open his Mind to the 
Miniſter 1 who, A. ” a Lover of 
Souls, will gladly and encourage in 
this and every other good Work, 
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CHAP. V. 


A SERIOUS ADDRESS 70 ſuch as 
ba ve been baptized. 


X Dear Brethren. JL = 

I Naſmuch as by Baptiſm you have ta- 
ken upon you. the Chriſtian Profeſ- 

ſion, wherein to acquit your ſelves well, 

is of the greateſt Conſequence; it will not, 


I preſume, be thought an unſuitable Con- 
cluſion of this Treatiſe, to offer a few 


Words unto you, by way of Exhorta- 
tion, to walk worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith you are called. 

You have done well, in devoting your 


ſelves to Chrift in the Way and Man- 


ner he hath appointed: and. every one, 


who is baptized into him, with Under- 
ſtanding and Sincerity, hath great Rea- 
ſon to go on his Way rejoicing *, You 
are engaged in a Service, which (if you 


t Atts viii. 39. 
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are faithful in it) ſhall be crowned with 
eternal Glory. And ſince we are capa- 
ble, and have a Proſpect of ſuch a Prize; 
without all Controverſy, he is the on! 
wiſe Man, who is in earneſt ie be 
and careful to obtain it. Every one will 
be thoroughly ſenſible of this ſome Time 
or other: *tis well for thoſe who are 
practically convinced of it in Seaſon, ſo 
as to live by it. 

You need not Information of this ſad 
Truth; that many call Chrift Lord and 
Maſter, who, in Works, deny bim; that 
many have the Form of Godlineſs, who 
deny the Power of it. And you very 
well know what you ſolemnly promiſe, 
in your Baptiſm : viz, to die unto Sin, 
and to walk in Newneſs of Life. | 

You have enter'd your ſelves Mem- 
bers of the Church- Militant, in hope to 
ſhare, one Day, in the Glory and Feli- 

city of the Church-Triumphant, Now, » 
it, will be a deplorable Caſe indeed, if 
any of you, who are by Profeſſion, 
Children of the Kingdom, ſhould final- 
ly be caſt out. Surely it becomes us 
all, to take great Heed leſt this be our 
Caſe, 8 , Let us fear, leſt a Fun being 
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left us of entring into Reſt, any of you 
ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it. Since the 
Prize ſet before us is ſo precious and 
valuable ; ſince it will make us rich and 
bleſſed for ever ; and ſince, if we come 
ſhort of it, we are undone for ever; ſo 
important a Caſe demands our utmoſt 
Attention. Therefore, /o run that ye 
may obtain ", Let us lay afide every 
Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily 
beſet us; and let us run with Patience 
the Race ſet before us *. es 
How concerned and buſy are Men 
about the Things of the preſent World! 
how watchful of their ſecular Intereſt ! 
ſtudious to promote it! ſparing no Pains 
and Self-denial; and running many and 
great Hazards for the Sake of it! Now, 
though ſuch Care and Labour ſucceed 
according to deſire; what comes of it? 
what's the End? Why, the Time is 
ſhort, and the Faſhion of this World paſ- 
ſeth away. Mankind are continually 


poſting into Eternity, and leaving their 


Cares and their Acquiſitions unto others, 
But the - Chriſtian Calling is infinitely 
more important and profitable: and 
therefore, have we not, Fellow-Chriſti- 


W I Cor. ix. 24. 1 Heb. XU. 1. 
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| ans, abundant Room for Shame and 
Amazement at our ſelves, that we have 
| ſo little Concern and Zeal about our 
ſpiritual Intereſt ? that we are fo little on 
our Guard againſt ſuch Things as are 
prejudicial and deſtructive to it? when, 
at the ſame, Time, we profeſs to be- 
lieve, the Care of the Soul is the one 
Thing needful; and know, that the End 
of * ſincere and diligent Adherence to 
Religion ſhall be ÞFulne/s of Joy, and 
Pleaſures for evermore. Surely *tis highly 
reaſonable and neceſſary, that we look 
leſs at the Things which are ſeen, and 
more at the Things which are not ſeen : 
becauſe the Things which are ſeen are 
Temporal ; but the Things which are not 
ſeen are Eternal“. 

But I would not ſtop ſhort in theſe 0 
few general Hints, in a Matter of the 4 
greateſt Moment unto all that are en- i 
ter'd into the Chriſtian Profeſſion. Per- 
mit me therefore to make a little En- 
largement, and to become your humble 
and affectionate Monitor in a few Par- 
ticulars : and may divine Grace render 
it ſucceſsful, to the Furtherance of Four 
Salvation! 
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I. As your's is the Baptiſm of Re. 
pꝓentance, and therein you have ſolemnly 
-profeſſed, and ſtipulated to renounce 
the Devil and all his Works; therefore 
z ring forth Fruits meet for Repen- 
Jance. 

You will not think this an unneceſ. 
ſary Piece of Counſel, when you call 
to mind what Numbers of Profeſſors 
there are, whoſe Conduct beareth Wit- 

neſs againſt them, that they are the Ene- 
mies of the Croſs of Cbriſt; whoſe God 
16 their Belly, who mind earthly Things, 
whoſe End therefore ſhall be Deſtru- 
Hion. They are meer Worldlings and 
Senſualiſts, and ſavour not the Things 
of God, Propoſe to them an advantage- 
ous Scheme, to buy or ſell, and get Gain; 
and you have their Ear, and their whole 
Heart: but counſel them to /ay u Trea- 
jure in Heaven, and to grow rich to- 
' wards God; and in this Matter *tis with 
'Difficulty you obtain their Attention; 
or your moſt choſen Words paſs away 
as a Tale that is told. Propoſe to them 
the beſtowing a 'liztle Money on a goad 
Mork of-Piety or Charity; and the very 
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Mention of it puts them out of Hu- 
mour: but let a Temptation of worldly 
Profit come in their Way; and without 
much Difficulty. or Heſitation they wall 
ſurrender for it Honeſty and a good 
Conſcience, Tell them of good eating, 
and drinking; and' they reliſb your Diſ- 
courſe: but put them in mind of hun- 
gring and thirſting after Righteouſneſs ; 
and this no more ſuits their Taſte, than 
a:blind. Man is fit to judge of Colours. 
Such, tis too manifeſt, is the Temper 
and Way of many profeſſed Chriſtians, 
They ſet their Affection, not on Things: 
above, but on Things on the Earth, The: 
Profits, . or the Pleaſures of the World 
have their whole Heart. 1 
Now, let us look well to our ſelves, 
that we be not Chriſtians of this Sort. 
Conſider, I intreat you, that he Grace 
of God (or the Goſpel into which you 
have been baptized) teacheth and com- 
mands you, that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, you ſhould live ſoberly,. 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World * : and conſider, that without ſuch 
a Life, be your Profeſſion what it will,. 
tis impoſſible you ſhould be ſaved. 


$ Tit. it 11,18. 
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Therefore, whatever is contrary to Tem- 
perance and Purity, to Righteouſneſs and 
Honeſty, to Piety and Godlineſs; you 
muſt reſiſt and caſt off, as the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, and dangerous to 
your Salvation. 

Whoſoever hath taken upon him the 
Chriftian Calling, and profeſſeth his 
Deſign is for Heaven, let him think, 
how it is poſſible, hat Man ſhould be a 
good Chriſtian, and really in the Way 
to Heaven; who, inſtead of keeping 
the Body under, and bringing it into 
Subjeftion, indulgeth it to Intemperance 


and Luft, If even St. Paul ſaid, I keep 


under my Body, and bring it into Subje- 
_ Aion, 100 that by any Means, when 1 
have preached to Shan, TI my ſelf ſhould 
be a Caſtaway b; ought not they to que- 
ſtion the Goodneſs of their State, and to 
fear their being Caſtaways, who make 
the Body their principal Concern, and 
indulge their Appetites and Paſſions to 
Gluttony, and Drunkenneſs, and Un- 
cleanneſs ? 

Conſider again: How can he have 
Treaſure in Heaven, who takes no Care 
to mortify his Affection to his World ? 


d 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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whoſe Heart is ſo intirely poſſeſt with 
the Love of it, that there is no Place 
for the Love of God? Is it poſlible 
He ſhould: have Treaſure in Heaven, 
and be accepted of God, (the God of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs) whe ſo loves 
the Gain of this World, as to defraud 
and over-reach, oppreſs and lye for the 


| Sxke of it? No: they who are ſet on 


being rich at this Rate, fall into Temp- 
tation and a Snare, and into many fooliſh 
and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Deſtruction and Perdition . | | 

If ever then you mean to obtain the 
End of your Faith, even the Salvation 
of your Souls, you muſt make a faith-, 
ful. Stand againſt Sin. Therefore, nar- 
rowly watch your own Temper and 
Conduct: compare them frequently with 
the Rule of the Goſpel, by which you 
are to be judged: endeavour to diſco- 
ver every Thing inconſiſtent with your 
holy Profeſſion: above all, have an 
Eye to what may emphatically be cal- 
led your: Iniquity ; and watch and pray 
againſt - it. Take the holy Pſalmiſt 
for an Example, who prays thus: 
vearch me O God, and know my Heart ; 


1 Tim. vi. 9. 1 Pet. i. 9. 
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try me, and know my Thoughts; and ſee 
if there be any wicked Way in me, and 
lead me in the Way everlaſting . 

And here let me add a few Words 
concerning Declen/ions and Backſliding. 
Some there are, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, who have ſelemnly dedicated 
themſelves unto the Lord, to be his 
dutiful Servants; but they prove un- 
faithful to their Covenant, and inſtead 
of ſerving him, become the Servants of 
diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures. Notwith- 
ſtanding their holy Profeſſion, and the 
Regularity and Goodneſs of their Con- 
duct for a Seaſon 3 they have now caſt 
off their Allegiance and Loyalty; they 
have made an open Revolt from their 
heavenly King, and are gone over to 
the Intereſts of Sin and Satan, Such 
are in a ſtrong Senſe Backfliders , for 
Sin hath evidently the Dominion over 
them; they have left off to be wiſe, and 
to do good. Such have the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt preſſing Reaſon to remember 
from whence they are fallen, and r-pent, 
and do the firh Works*, And fince 
God is graciouſly pleaſed to invite Back- 


* Pfal. exxxix. 23, 24. Pal, xvi 3. 
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ſliders to a Return, ſaying, Return ye 
backſliding Children, and I will heal 
your Bacꝶſtidings; how glad ſhould they 
be of ſuch an Invitation; and how rea- 
dy to reply with their whole Heart, 
Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art 
the Lord our God“. 

But further: Whereas backſliding ad- 
mits of various Degrees; and the leſſer 
Steps of it lead on to greater; we ſhall do 
well to examine and ſee whether, though 
we may not have backſliden ſo groſly, 
we are not however chargeable with 
ſome ſmaller Meaſures of it. Let us 
then ſeriouſly. put to our ſelves ſome 
ſuch Queſtions as theſe, Cannot I re- 
member the Time, when I had a greater 
Zeal for God, than I find at preſent ? 
Is not my Heart, of late, grown colder 
and more indifferent to the Things of 
Religion than formerly? May not my 
God juſtly rebuke me with, I remember 
the Kindneſs of thy Youth, the Love of 
thine Eſpouſals'? Had I not once a 
more cenſtant and lively Senſe of the 
Eye of God upon me, fo as to walk 
with greater Care and Circumſpection 
before him than J have of late? Where 


b Jer, iii. 22. 3 Jer. ii. 2. 
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s that Zeal and conſcientious Concern I 
ad, to embrace all Opportunities of at- 
tending the Worſhip of God? I. was 
careful to order my. ſecular: Affairs ſo, 
that. I might be at Liberty to attend the: 
Affairs of my Soul, and the Buſineſs of 
Religion : but what frivolous Excuſes do 


now dc<tain me from the Devotion of the 


Cloſet, and the Service of the Sanctu- 
ary ? Buſineſs, which I ſhould make no 
Difficulty to defer for. the Sake of a 
merry. Meeting,. or. an Hour in idle 
Company, is reckoned 100 important to 
be laid aſide for the Sake of ſpending an 
Hour in the Service of my God! Am 


not I conſcious there was a Time, when 


the Word of the Lord was precious to 
me ?- when I -liſten'd to it with Dili. 
gence, and received it in Love; care- 
ful to treaſure it up in my Heart; to 
reflect upon, and digeſt it as the Nou- 


riſhment of my Soul; and to order my- 


Converſation according to its holy In- 
ſtructions? But now, alas! with what 


Indifference do I receive the moſt af- 


fecting Doctrines! The Threats of the 
divine Word, how- little am I aw'd by 
them! Its great and precious : Promiſes, 
how little do they provoke my Deſire 
and Emulation to be a Sharer in them 
| Tea, 


** 
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Yea, while Truths of the greateſt Con- 
cernment to my Soul are diſcourſed of, 
am I not often aſleep, and ſo have put my 
ſelf out of all Poſſibility of being edi- 
fied by them ? or, if I have liſten'd to 
the Preacher, and been taken with the 
Diſcourſe 3 yet has not my Care been 
too much like that of the Iſraelites, in 
relation to the Prophet, to whom God 
ſpeaketh thus: Lo, thou art unto them 
as a very lovely Song, of one that hath 
a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on 
an Inſtrument ; they hear thy M odr, 
BUT THEY WILL NOT DO THEM ©. 
So, though I have heard my Faults re- 
proved, and my Conſcience hath born 
Witneſs to the Juſtneſs of the Rebuke z 
yet have not I neglected a Reformation? 
and has not the Diſcourſe, which pecu- 
larly ſuited my Caſe, paſſed away, like 
others,” as a Tale that is told? 

Such like Inquiries, it may be exceed- 
ing uſeful to make; charging home 
upon our ſelves the Declenfions and 
Backſlidings which, on Reflection, we 
are conſcious of; or, on the other 
Hand, thanking God and taking Com- 
fort, if we find that, upon the whole, 
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we have not loſt, but rather got Ground 
in Religion. | 

But as for thoſe who are fallen away- 
from the Piety and Virtue of their holy 


Profeſſion ; among the various Conſide- 


rations that might be offer'd to induce 
them to Repentance, let me briefly ſug- 
geft theſe following. 

1. By continuing in your Sin, you: 
continue to bid him Defiance, who hath- 
an abſolute Power over you. And how. 
irrational and mad is the Conduct, to 


go on to provoke him, who is able to 


cruſh you in a Moment! Do we pro- 
volte the Tord to jealouſy? Are we 
ftronger than bei? Who bath. barden'd 
himſelf againſt bim, and hath: profper- 


ed? Which removeth the Mountains, 


and they know not: which overturneth 
them in his Auger: which ſhaketh the 
Earth out of her Place, and the Pillars 
thereof tremble : which commandeth the 
Sun, and it riſeth not: and ſealeth up 
the Stars n. The Day approacheth, 
when God Almighty will come forth to 
pour Vengeance on the Incorrigible. 
And can thine Heart endure, or can 


thine Hands be ſtrong, in the Day tht 


© x Cor. x-'28- m Job ix. 4, 5, 6, 7- 
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he ball deal with thee ®. All the Ene- 
mies of God ſhall be as Stubble; the 
Fire ſhall burn them; they ſhall not de- 
liver themſelves from the Power of the 
Flame. 

2. Surely it is meet you ſhould not 
go on to affront and diſpleaſe your beſt 
Benefactor. The Forbearance and Good- 
neſs of God ſhould conſtrain you to 
preſent your Bodies a living Sacrgfice, 

8 boly, acceptable to God, which is your 

\ WW reaſonable Service“. It is vile In- 

\ | gratitude, if, becauſe Sentence againſt | 
our evil Works is not executed ſpee- 

diy, therefore our Hearts are fully 

{  /et to do evil, God waiteth, not that 

we ſhould add Iniquity unto Iniquity 

„but that we may have Opportunity 2 

> Þ think on our Ways, and turn our Feet ' 

e unto bis Teſtimonies . Let this be the 

5s. Uſe you make of his merciful For- 

xe bearance; to ſeek him while be may be 

p = found, and ts call upon bim while be is 

1,. I ear. 

0 3. How much better was it, when 

ce. you rezoiced in the Peace and Fg of 


{1 


Gt » Ezek. xxii. 14 „ Ifa. xvii. 14. 
» Rom. xii. 1. 3 Pl. cxix. 59. 
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a good Conſcience ! Therefore endeavour 
to recover this Joy, by returning from 
your Tranſgreſſions. The wiſe Man 
obſerves, One Sinner deſtroyeth much 
| ul .So it may be ſaid of Sin: it de- 
royeth much good. The Pleaſure or 
Profit of it is but light and ſhort : but 
What a laſting Sting, and Load of Sor- 
row, does it leave upon the Mind ! which 
Load there is no Way to remove, but 
8 ſound Repentance. And what a 
pineſs ſhould the Tranſgreſſor eſteem 
555 * whoſo confeſſeth and for ſaketh, ſhall 
bave Mercy: ] Return therefore ye back- 
Sliding Children, and God will heal your 
81 dings v. 

I might urge the Deteftableneſs and 
Deformity of Vice, as a Reaſon for the 
Backſliders return from it. Sin is the 
greateſt Diſgrace and Shame of our Nature. 
And this, many are : ſo ſenſible of, as to 
be very ſolicitous to hide their Crimes, 
and not a little confounded when they 
are brought to light. But if they are ſo 
conſcious of the Baſeneſs and Scandal of 
Iniquity, that they would not commit it 
in the ern of their Fellow- C rea- 
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tures ; how much greater Reaſon have 
they to be withheld from it by the Con- 
fideration of that Day, when the evil 
Deeds of Tranſgreſſors, even their moſt 
hidden Works of Darkneſs, ſhall be all 
brought forth to light betore God, An- 
gels, and Men, to their utter Confuſion 
and A mazement 

Finally: Tou ſhould make bafte, and | 
not delay to return from Iniquity z be- 
cauſe Delays here are attended with the 
greateſt Hazard and Miſchief. Sin in- 
dulgod, like a growing Diſeaſe of the Bo- 


dy, acquires new Strength, and more 


and more debilitates the Perſon diſtem- 
per'd. 5 Any vicious Practice, " more 
it is indulged, improves towards, a con- 
firmed Habit, and, of Conſequence, 1s 
the harder to be cured. Experience will 
bear Witneſs to the Truth of that Paſ- 
ſage: . Can the Ethiopian change his 


Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? Then 


may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed 
to do evil v. And woful indeed is the 
State of that Man, who is come to ſuch 
a Paſs, that, morally ſpeaking, he can- 
uot . from Sin! | | 


* Jer. xili. 23. * 2 Pet, ii. 14. 
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"Moreover : Surely it is meet to eff] 
ſaid unto God, I will not offend am Wi ; 
more; - becauſe, if you neglect the pre. ff 
| ſent Opportunity, you know not whe. i « 
ther you ſhall have another. Now, God iff « 
faith, Return thou backſliding Ifrael, and . 
4 will not cauſe mine Anger to fall upon 
you: but if the merciful Invitation IſÞ «« 
mould be neglected, even but for thi; « 
Day, to Morrow may ſet you beyond i « 
Al Hope of being ever called more. «« 
And is eternal Perdition ſo trifling and 
Harmleſs a Thing, that you need not . 
dread the · Hazard of fall into it? 
or is eternal Life of ſuch ſmall Con- 
ſequence, that you need not be in haſte 
to ſecure it? This you cannot imagine. 
"To Day, therefore, if ye will hear his 
Voice, en not > noe 


II. 4s many of you as bave Zeew: -bap- 
tized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſta. 
I allow, it appears from the Context, 
-that St. Paul uſeth here the Metaphor of 
putting 0n Chriſt, rather to expreſs the 
Privilege than the Duty of ; baptized 
Chriſtians. Accordingly, a celebrated 


I Jer. iii. 12. 2 Heb. iv. 2. 
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e Epoſitor * gives the Meaning . of the 
y 8 Apoſtle thus. He here tells them, 
e- ſthe Galatians]: © that by taking on 
them the Profeſſion. of the Golpel,. 
c. they bave, as it were, put on Chriſt ;.. 
&« ſo that to God, now looking on them, . 
«. there appears nothing but Chriſt. 
tc. are, as it were, covered alt: 
6 over with him, as a Man is with the 
« Clothes he hath put on. And hence 
« he fays in the next Verſe, that bey 
« are all one in Chriſt Feſus,. as if there 
te. were: but one Perſon.” 
But inaſmuch as this Apoſtle makes 
Uſe of the ſame Metaphor in another 
ite Place, in exhorting Chriſtian Profeſſors 
| to their Puh "be Bald take: the Libenty. 
to conſider it in this View. | 
Since then you have by Profeſſion- 
put on Chriſt, walk in him. Inge 
2p · and regard him as your Maſter, and 
te your Example. As your Maſter, he 
xt, hath. given Doctrines and Precepts of: 
of che moſt ſolid Piety, and the moſt exal- 
the ted and univerſal- Virtue and Goodneſs... 
zed Read and Study. his Sermon on the 
ted Mount, in Matthew v, vi, and vii. 
Read and conſider it ſo often and atten-- 
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tively, as to be intimately acquainted 
with its excellent Inſtructions. Who 
teacheth like him? There * will beſt 
learn, on what Things *tis fit you ſhould 
employ your greateſt Zeal and Care: 
Viz, on being poor in Spirit: on mourn- 
ing for Sin: on Meeknefs, and bunger- 
ing and thirſting after Righteouſneſs : 
on Purity of Heart, and Peaceableneſs : 
on glorifying God, and commending ” 
Religion to Men by good Worts: 
Self-denial and Mortification : on 8 
and laying up Treaſure in Heaven: on 
loving Enemies, rendring good for evil : 


and on being 2 ree from Cenſoriouſneſs, 
e 7 


and uncharitable Judging. Theſe, and 


ſuch like, are the fab antial —ů 


which Chriſt our Maſter hath taught us 
enforcing them with this ſtrong Re- 
commendation : Whoſoever heareth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them, I will 
litten him unto a wiſe: Man, which built 
Bis Houſe upon a Rock, And the Rain 
deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe, 
and it fell not; for it was founded upon 
4 Rock. And every one that heareth 
theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them 
not, ſhall be likened unto 4 fooliſh Man, 
_y_ built bis Houſe upon the Sand: 2 
Ib 
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the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Winds blew, and beat upon that 
Houſe ; and it fell; and great was the 
Fall of it“. 5 

Tis obvious to remark here, that 
were the Zeal of Chriſtians more directed 
to this praical Religion, and leſs occu- 
pied in doubiful Diſputations, which 
gender Strife and Envying; the Cauſe 
of real Chriſtianity (which conſiſts not 

in Speculation and Diſpute, but Pra- 

CKice) would appear with a better Face 

chan it does at preſent; when, alas! 

che Subjects of the Prince of Peace are 

ſo forward to bitter Contentions, and 70 

bite and devour one another !' 

„ Chriſtian, leave wrangling and bitter 

Zea to thoſe, who have ſo il learned 

Chriſt, as to imagine, or act as if they 

imagin'd, the Wratb of Man worketh the 

Righteouſneſs of God, and who can bet-- 

ter bear with a Man's being corrupt 1h 

his Morals, than a Diſſenter from the di- 

ſtinguiſhing Opinions of their Party. But 

exerciſe thy ſelf rather unto Godlineſs *. 

And remember the Words of thy Lord; 

Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
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ven; but he that doth the Will of my 
Father which is in Heaven . Our ri- 
ſing out of the Water in Baptiſm ty- 
pifies our riſing to Newneſs of Life. If 
ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
Things which are above . 

In ancient Times; » © After the Per- 
© fon. was baptized, he had a whzte 
* Garment put upon him, to denote his 
having put off the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
his being waſhed from the Filth and 
6 1 of his former Sins, and 
< his Reſolution to maintain a Life of 
e unſpotted Innocence and Purity, ac- 
* cordirg to that ſolemn and ſtrict En- 
gagement which, in Baptiſm, he had 
« taken upon him. In this they alluded 
to that of the Apoſtle, That as many 
<< as are baptized into Chriſt, have put 
« on Chriſt ; i. e. have engaged in that 
« ftri&t and holy Courſe of Life, which 
« he, both by his Doctrine and Ex- 
« ample, has left to the World. Ac- 
« cordingly Perſons baptized are, both 
« by the Apoſtle, and, by the Greek 
« F . called #«]:Cogczro, or the En- 
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«* /ightened ; becauſe they now profeſ- 
ſed that they were become the Chil- 
« dren of the Light, and of the Day. 
Therefore the white Garment was wont 
eto be deliver'd to them, with ſuch a 
Charge as this: Receive the white 
and immaculate Garment ; and bring 
« it forth without Spot before the Tri- 
« bunal of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
« thou mayſt have eternal Life. A. 
« men.” | 
Again: Conſider Chriſt as your Ex- 
ample : and you will find that, to the 
utmoſt Advantage, he recommends his 
Doctrine by the perfect Goodneſs of his 
Life, Does he inſtruct us to be chiefly 
careful to lay up Treaſure in Heaven, 
and to practiſe Seif-denial for the ſake 
of entring into the Kingdom of God? 
He himſelf, for the Foy ſet before him, 
endured the C roſs, and deſpiſed the Shame'. 
Does he command us to be zealous in 
doing the Work of God? My Meat, 
faith he, is to do the Will of bim that 
ſent me, and. to finiſh bis Work", And 
aſt at the Cloſe of Life, he could ap- 
peal ya God his Father, I have glori- 
ied thee on the Earth, 1 have fiſt 


r Heb. xii. 2. * Jolin iv. 34 
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the Work which thou gaveſt me to do 
Does he call his Diſciples to Devotion, 
and to worſhip God who is a Spirit, in 
Spirit and in Truth ? He himſelf pray. 
ed in ſuch a Manner, that God- heard 
him always : and to encourage extraor- 
dinary Meaſures of Devotion, upon 
ſpecial: and extraordinary Occaſions, he 
continued all Night in Prayer to God , 
[or in the Oratory of God *] and e- 
fered up Prayers and Supplications, with 
ftrong Crying and Tears*. Does he en- 
Join it on his Diſciples, to be harmleſs, N 
and without Guile ? He was holy, harm- e 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sin-“! 
ners v. He did no Sin, neither was" + 
Guile found in bis Mouth. Are we 
commanded to be ready as we have Op- 
portunity, to do good unto all Men: and 
even to love our Enemies, and render falt 
Good for Evil? Of all this Chriſt is Pilig 
an illuſtrious Example: who went about f 
doing Good ;, who died for Sinners, the Pet 
Fuſt for the Unjuſt; and prayed for his 
Enemies, at the very Time when, f'%7 


| John xvii. 4. m Luke vi. 12. 
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through their Malice, he was ſuffering 
the Ignominy and Tortures of the Croſs. 
Father, ſaith he, forgive them, for they 
now not what they ao". 
But not to enumerate all the Particu- 
lars, wherein Jeſus is to be conſider'd 3 
and attended to as our Example; I ; 
l mention. only this further, Does : 
he command his Followers to be hum- 
e and meek ? He hath ſtrongly recom- 
mended it in his own Practice Ant Con- 
1. Learn of me, for I am meek and 
owly in Heart * When be was reviled, 
be reviled not again; when he ſuffered, 
be threaten'd not, but committed bimſelf 
% bim that judgeth righteoufly *. 

Now, inaſmuch as you are profeſſed | 
p. Piſciples of ſo good a Maſter, be zea- 
d Nous to walk worthy of him, by a ſted- 
er Faſt Adherence to his Precepts, and a 
is Filigent Study and Imitation of his E&- 
ut Ene. Be Llameleſs and harmleſs,” the 
he Pons of God: without Rebuke, . in the. 
his Nit of a crooked and perverſe Genera- 
en, lien, ſbining among them as 3 in 


be World, ; 2 
' Luke xxiii. 34. Matt. xi. 29. 
1 Pet. ii. 23. Fu. U. 13. 


gh III. 
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III. You are all baptized into one 
Body“: therefore have an affectionate 
Regard one for another, and live in 
Peace and Harmony, as being Mem- 
bers one of another. Chriſtians of high 
Rank, the moſt exalted in Station, or i 
Abilities, muſt not negle& and deſpiſe | © 
the Meaneſt. The Head cannot ſay to b. 
the Feet, I bave no need of you, All of 
the Members, being many, are one Body: 
therefore let there be no Schiſm | or Di- fo, 
viſion] in the Body; but let the Men- n 
| bers have the ſame Care one for another. 
And whether one Member ſuffer, let all © 
the Members ſympathize with it; or one 
Member be honoured,. all the Members his 
rejoice with it!?, It is walking worthy . 

the Vocation wherewith we are cal- | 
led, to behave with all Zowlineſs and | w. 
Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffering, forbear- ge 
ing one another in Love; endeavouring Duc 
to keep the Unity ef the Spirit in tht. 
Bond of Peace. But whereas, on oc- ©! 
caſion of different Sentiments in Matters N ih. 

of Religion, we are too apt to fall into Je. 


w x Cor. xii. 13. x 1 Cor. xii. 21. #9! 
| Y1 Cor. xii, I 2, 25 26. ho Eph: iv. 18 b 
Is. 25 3. ; | : 
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a Diſunion of Heart and Afe#:on, and 
to forget that great Rule of Chriſtiani- 
ty, Love as Brethren ; ſhould it be 
inquired, how ſhall we do-our Part to 
prevent or cure ſuch Diviſion and Diſ- 
cord in the Body of Chriſt? I would 
humbly anſwer : not by inſiſting on 
Uniformity of Judgment and Profeſſion; 
but by allowing others the ſame Liberty 
of judging for themſelves as we claim, 
and think we have a Right to claim 
for our ſelves ; and by forbearing to be 
angry, or offended at them for differ- 
ing from «s, as we rightly and readily 
conclude, they ought not to be offended 
at our differing from them. No Man hath 
his Judgment at Will : and as long as 
we have different Capacities, different 
Educations, and various Prejadices, (from 
which, who can ſay he is perfectly pur- 
ged.?) we ſhall unavoidably think and 
gudge differently. 30 | 
But though, in this imperfect State, 
it may not be expected that good Men 
ſhould have a Sameneſs of Judgment; 
yet, may they not be knit together in 
the Bond of Peace, and love as Bre- 
tbren? I hope they may: I hope there 
is nothing in the Nature of Things, or 
in the Nature of our Religion, to forbid 
it, 


a * 4 
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| -It is not neceſſary we ſhould live at 
Variance, provoking one another, envy. 
ing one another, And ſince to have 
our Animoſities baniſhed, and Peace 
and Love maintained, is what very 
one, animated with a true Goſpel Spi- 
rit, wiſhes, and -would rejoice to have 
accompliſhed + let us ſhow that ſuch 
A Spilit dwells in us, by our purſuing 
the beſt and only Method for ſuch 
Concord; viz. what the inſpired Paul 
directs to, Rom. xiv. Him that is weak 
in the Faith receive you; but not 10 
doubtful Diſputations, ——— Let ever) 
Man be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, 
Bat why doſt thou judge thy Bro- 
Aber, or wwhy doſt thou ſet at nought'thy 
[Brother ? for wwe fhall all ſtand before 
the Fudgment-ſeat of Cbriſt. Every on: 
of us hel give Account of himſelf do Gel 
Let us not therefore judge on another 
any more: but judge "this rather, that 
n Man put a Stumbling-blotk, 'or an 
Occaſion to fall, in bis Brother's Way, 
% How happily, (ſays the late excellent 
. Evans *) would the Face. of the 
« Chriſtian Church be alter'd, if all the 
Members of it, on all bands, would 
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make 
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« make it a Law to themſelves, chari- 
« tably to think others as fincere in their 
Searches after Truth, as we profets 
« to be in ours, though they cannot ſee 
« with our Eyes; to avoid cenfuri 
« others for differing from us, as we 
„ ſhould complain of their cenſuring us, 
* where we think we are in the right 3 
to remember that they have a Right 
to judge for themſelves, as Well as 
« we, and that we are no more infal- 
ble than they; and herenpan” to 


„treat one another with | brotherly 


Love, notwithſtanding our different 
* Perſuaſions ! ONS NET 
„ Theſe Things, accompanied with 
« Care to manage Diſputes in Rs- 
« ligion, when they fall out, with 
* Temper and Moderation; to give a 
« Reaſon of our Hope and Perſuaſion, 
* with Meekneſs and Fear, and with a 
% Readineſs to allow others to give a 
* Reaſon of their Perfuaſions without 
te tak ing Offence at it, as we expect the 
e like our ſelves: theſe Things, I 
« ſay, would go fartheſt to heat the 
« Breaches of the Church: and I doubt 
* they will hardly be healed in this 
* World by any other way.” 
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Let us take care, that our Teal be ac. 

cording to Knowledge ; and then it wil 
be well proportioned, and peaceable. 
Prove and form it by the Standard the 
Apoſtle James produceth. Who is 4 
viſe Man, and endued with Knowledge 
amongſt you? let him ſhow, out of a. 5 
Converſation, his Works with Meeknel 
of Wiſdom. But if ye have bitter Envy- 
ing and Strife in your Hearts, glory not, 
and lie not againſt the Truth. This 2 
dom deſcendeth not from above; but 1 Y. 
BARTHLY, SENSUAL, DEVIT ISB. ye 
For where Envying and Strife is, there isl;1, 
Confufion, and every evil Work, But 10 
the Wiſdom that is from above is fir 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 1; 
be intreated, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without H 
Hypocriſy : and the Fruit of Righteou|: ſolo 
eſs is ſown in Peace, of them that mali 
Peace. Inf 

I conclude this Head with that whol. 
ſome Counſel of the pious Biſhop Hal 
„Though our Brains be nen yo 
8 let © our Hearts be one.“ | 
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CONCLUSION. 


lb, Emember, my Bethren, we are bu- 
Ja ried with him by Baptiſm into 
i Death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up 
rem the Dead by the Glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in News- 
neſs of Life. — Let not Sin therefore 
reign in your mortal Body, that ye ſhould. 
obey it in the Luſts thereof. Neither. 
Jed yield ye your Members as Inſtruments of 
o Unrigbteouſneſs unto Sin : but yield your 
uM elves unto Cod, as thoſe that are alive 
ak from the Dead and your Members as 
I nftruments of Right eouſneſs unto God b. 
' Your's is a moſt noble and advan 
aFous Vocation : you are called to the 
Hope of an Inheritance incorruptible, 
Wiundefiled, and that fadetb pot away: 
therefore I beſeech you, that ye wall wor- 
thy of the Vocation wherewith ye are 


d Rom. vi. 4, 12, 13. 
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ee. It is an holy Calling * : let your 
Converſation therefore be holy. Then 
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will che God of Holinefs, according to 
his gracious and faithful Promiſe, re- 
ceive you into his . bliſsful Kingdom: 
into which here ſhall in no wiſe enter 
any Thing. that defileth, neither aubatſo- 
ever worketh Abomination, or "Waker. 4 


Nou the God of Paace,. that 1 
again from the dead our Lord FJeſus, 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through 
the Blood of the  everlaſiing Covenant, 
wake you perfen in every good Work 10 
do bis Will; working in you that which 
is well plegfing in bis Sight, through 
2 ht r 
q \\« BR I.» ; A Tim, i. 0 
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